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DISCOURSE I. 



St. Matt. v. ^* 



BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT: 
FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OP 
HEAVEN. 



THIS is the firft bleffing which 
our Saviour pronounced in his 
divine fermon on the Mount. 
Seated on an eminence^ his difciples placed 
ne^reft to him, and furrounded by multi-. 
tudes, whom the fame of his wifdom and 
miracles . had gathered about him from all 
the r^ions round ghput, " he opened his 
*' mouth and taught, them*" He taught 

B them. 



2 DISCOURSE !• 

them fo as man never before had taught. 
He declared explicitly what tempers of 
mind were moft capable of making ra- 
tional creatures blefled both here and here- 
after ; at leaft of pouring certain comfort 
into the prefent ftate, and infuring happi- 
nefs and glory to the future. 

The human mind is capable of various 
turns, and exerts itfelf under various ap- 
pearances, in point both of virtue and vice; 
though upon the whole it turns out, and is 
pronounced either virtuous or vicious. 
In the good, fome peculiar ad: pr fome 
diftinguifhing habit generally is feen, 
which varies the virtue of one from the 
virtue of another, though both are ftridlly 
commendable and righteous ; and to righte- 
oufnefs in general is the favour of God, 
and the joy of futurity promifed. Natu«> 
ral complexion gives a peculiar caft even 
to thofe who may be equally good. And 

no 
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no wife pcrfon defpifes or cenfures another 
Who does his duty, though not perhaps 
in the fame, yet in a manner as diftinguifh- 
ing and meritorious as his own. For in- 
ftance, one is moft remarkable for poverty 
of fpirit; a fecond for mourning in the 
caufe of righteoufnefs 3 a third for the vir- 
tuous habit known by the name of mcek- 
nefs; another for confining all his paf- 
fions to the pradtice and increafe of righte- 
oufnefs, hungry and thirfty to do the will 
of God; another for the compaffionate 
merciful temper ; another for the purity 
of all his words and actions iffuing from a 
pure heart ; another for inofFenfive man- 
ners and the peaceable peace-making life ; 
another for fuiFering in the caufe of reli- 
gion and virtue with fleadinefs and refo- 
lution. To thefc Chrift has declared re- 
fpeiftive bleffings to belong, becaufe they 
• are attended with fuch habits and prac- 
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DISCOURSE I. 



/ ticcs as the God of comfort will approve 
and reward. 



Appearances of virtue are however much 
more frequent in the world than its reality. 
Its name is often borrowed^ its outward 
trappings aflumed, when there is no fhare 
of its folid worth within. Men fre- 
quently call themfelves wkat they are not^ 
and acquiefce in the title, without conf-* 
ciou^ proofs that they have the poiTe^ioa 
of goodnefs . Hence words arc abufed and 
charafters miftaken by fpe^tors, and pcr-» 
haps by the perfbns themfc^ves. Many for 
inflance^ will regard and val^e themielves as 
poor in fpirit,and perhaps may be fo^ though 
not in that laudable and worthy fenfe,. 
on which Chrift has pronounced a blefling 
and future inheritance of glory in Heaven \. 
*^ Bleffed, fays he in the text, are the poor 
^' in Ipirit for theirs is the kingdom of 

'* heaven.'*' 
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«_ 

** heaven." It highly concerns all feri- 
ous Chriftians, to know well what that 
^* povery in fpirir" is, which he fo beati- 
ifies ; and to. endeavour to gain a complete 
idea of it, and to exemplify it in open prac- j 

tice, in life and manners, is amply worth 
our utmoil: attention and care^ 



Likenefs of found, or want of a clear 
iand precife habit of thinking, often occa- 
iions confulion in the mind, ^ and leaves 
iheir notions of things perplexed and in- 
xiiftin<5t. But jet no one certainly can be 
fo perplexed in his religious notions, as 
to confound the poverty in fpirit applauded 
by Chrift, with poornefs of ipirit, or poor 
fpiritednefs, words often ufed and applied 
in common difcourfe. To be ppor fpi-- 
rited in the worldly fenfe, is not always a 
crime, but is ajways a kind of misfortune* 
Jt lays men open to feveral inconveniences; 
aod the bcft eiFeft it can produce, is to be 

B3 pr.0-^ 
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6 DISCOURSE I. 

prpdu<5tivc of companion and mild ufage 
from others. Few without doubt can be 
fo deceived, as to cjfleem or regard it as 
virtue, or to look upon that which is in 
fa£b an inward weaknefs of foul, for that 

r habit of virtue, which the Gofpel of Chrift 

1 inculcates. 

'^Y To underftand the dodrinc of Chrift, 

we muft attend entirely to his own mean- 
ing, and in explaining Scripture make ufc 
chiefly of thofe helps which the Scrip- 
tures hold out to us > otherwife we may 
learn meanings of woras which are not 
theirs, perhaps abufed in themfelves, at 
leaft inconfiftent with the entire and uni- 
form purport of them J St. Luke in the pa^- 
rallel paflage exprefles the words before us 
thus : *' BlefTed be ye poor for yours is the 
*^ kingdom of God ;" but the text fhcws 
plainly, that Chrift in St. Luke's words 
cannot pofitively mean the literal ftate of 

poverty. 
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poverty, bccaufe of the addition to it in ^ 
St. Matthew, poor in fptrif. TT^t^^^ttcr 
therefore muft there be rejected, and one 
muft have recourfe to a fpiritual or figura- 
tive meaning, mindful always of that wife 
declaration of our Lord and Maftcr : " The 
*' words that I fpeak unto you, they are / 
*' fpirit and they are life," *-^ 

To be literally poor, is only a ftate or 
circumftance of outward life, in itfelf 
neither matter of virtue or vice,; but ca- 
pable of improvements in the former, and • 
liable to depravation in the latter^ But 
to be poor injpirit, is folid virtue, inward 
worth and an habitual righteoufnefs. 

In the fpiritual therefore or religious 
fenfe, which is the only true and proper 
ont, it will mean a temper of mind dif- 
entangled from all greedy and covetous 
defires, not tainted with avarice, nor eager 

B 4 after 
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after felfiih acquifition, but weaned from 
worldly paffions and all vexatious cares to 
gain abundanccji convinced that a man's 
life, or the true worthy condudl of life, 
confifteth not in the abundance of things 
which he poffeffeth, nor in an affluence to 
be abufed through unwarrantable and ir- 
regular gratifications. It is to be^n affec- 
tion /quite difencumbered of all the pridc^^ 
the vanity, and pomp of life ; to abhot an 
unrighteous action, though to preferve or 
to gain any worldly advantage -, quite at 
eafe about outward circumftances ; refigoed 
to Providence whatever it hath given oi^, 
whatever it hath with-held ; and regard- 
ing nothing as true and Iblid lalHng j 
wealth, but uncorrupted faith, and reli- ; 
gion pure and undefiled. 

.-^ 

From this defcription oi poverty in fpi-- 
rtt, it neceffarily follows, that the lite- 
rally poor may not be poor in fpirit, 

and 
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and ifurther that thofe who ih the language 
of the world are called and regarded as 
rich, may notwithftanding he poor in fpi- 
rit, and ib equal candidates for,, and 
equally heirs of the kingdom of heaven. 
It is not the outward rank, the exterior 
diftindtion of common life, which the doc- 
trine of Chrift regards 5 it tries the in- 
ward man, it examines the very hearts and 
reins, adjudges aijd declares the charader 
from the inward temper and the habit of 
the mind. 




Whatever fuperficial, or half-readingj, 
half- thinking perfons may judge, or rather 
pretend to judge, it was not the intention 
or defign of our Lord and Mafter, to cajole 
the poor, or to be fatirical upon the rich, 
in the common acceptation of the words. 
The rich of this world, provided they 
are rich in good works, and fuch they 
will be, if ** they are poor in fpirit ;" /. e. 

if 
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V 

if on their outward increafe and abundance 
in wealth, they fet not their hearts upon 
it, are not fwelled with pride, are neither 
vainly profufe, nor fordidly avaricious, but 
agreeably to the will of God, cniploy 
aright thofe means of beneficence, in ex- 
hibiting the cleareft proofs of love un- 
feigned to their fellow creatures, and 
would readily, at any time, throw up all 
their worldly fuperiority, rather than ad: 
againft their confcience, or pervert what 
wJswJtr lifted to them aS the . m^iip pf 
virtue, into inftruments of vice, irreli^ 
gion, oppreflion or defilement of foul : — 
They who are rich in this manner, have 
beyond all doubt the virtuous habit, on 
which Chrift has declared the kingdom of 
heaven to be certainly entailed.-— Nor are 
the poor in outward circumftances, the 
more fure of heaven merely upon that 
account ; fomething more important is 
wanting yet ; they muft be popr in fpirit 

alfo^ 
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alfo ; muft be contented^ convinced that 
murmurs againft Providence are unreafon- 
able and wicked; muft be juft, honeft, 
and tradtable ; and muft inwardly and con- 
fcientioufly deteft to mend their outward 
circumftances, or raifc themfelves in life, 
by any bafe, or treacherous, or felfifh aft. 
Though the poor of this world they muft 
be rich in faith, and muft have the fettled 
habit of virtue and religion in their minds, 
which alone gives true credit and worth 
to Q^m^-xfpipofLl€i' In 'oirtward lifc^the 
rich and wealthy. No matter what is the 
outward ftate and vifible circumftance be- 
low, it is to the poor in Jpirit the king^ 
dom of heaven belongs. 

Hence alfo follows, what is the pre- 
eminent glory, and diftinguifliing excel- 
lence of the Revelation given us by God 
himfelf. Its doctrine is calculated for the 
improvement of all ranks of human crea- 
tures; 
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lures ; its ruies extend to, affej£t and may 
be equally and worthily obfcrved by 




fyns of all outward denominations 
feeds of virtue are fown by our Lord ajnd 
Mafter in every heart, and may with due 
;care and culture, grow up and ripen into 
a plentiful harveft. The increafe of one 
may be ten tfeld, in another much larger, 
but growth ::uid increafe is expe(jl:ed and 
will be required of all. The poor of this 
world and the rich of this world are capa- 
ble of being, and are required to be p$fir 
in Jpirit. Monarch or peaiant, noble or 
obfcure, bond or free^ all may have, ihould 
have the virtue, and reap the blefling in- 
cluded in it, and the recompence entailed 
upon it. The Scripture affords us in- 
ftanccs of it in the higheft and loweft fta- 
tions of life. For no rank or fituation 
can lay an exclufive claim to true dignity 
and worth. There can be no monopoly 

of religion or virtue. In this light the 

gofpel 
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gofpel of Chrift places all perfons, and 
/equally treats them as on a level. 
AU^.^men may be, (hould be exem- 
plary ii^ virtue, and to all that are fo 
whether high or low, whether rich or 
poor, to them Vvill the joys of heaven 
be awarded. . 



A competent meafure of comfort here, 
and complete felicity hereafter, the wifeft 
and beft Creator hath defigned for all his 
creatures. This thofe who are placed on 
the loweft feats of this world fhould al- 
ways remember, ever mindful that by their 
very condition and ch-cumftances they 
are not liable to fo many hurtful and dan- 
gerous fnares, as the great and wealthy. 
In the very nature and train of things, the 
poor may eafier obtain the inward habit of 
poverty of fpirity than their oppofites. 
The many rubs and difficulties they meet 
with in the journey of life may keep their 

minds 
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minds in the continual exercife of virtue^ 
in unremitting difcipline to the commands 
and exhortations of their Mafter. Crofles 
and difafters are apt to keep the mind upon, 
and not throw it off its guard. The plea- 
fures and pomps of life are moft ftrongly 
difpofed for fuch a bad eifedt. Thofe muft 
fooneft learn not to adhere too clofely 
and fondly to this world, to whom fo 
little of the outward advantages and 
pleafures of it adhere. Thus even out- 
ward poverty brings its bleflings along 
with it, as the God of our nature in* 
tended comfort for all, cafily to be 
attained by the poor, and eafily to be 
overlooked or foregone by the wealthy 
and great. 

Thofe therefore who are placed in the 
higher and more advantageous ranks of 
life it moft behoves to be ever upon their 
guard that the inward temper be not 

fpoiled 
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fpoiled or ruined by thofe outward fupe- 
riorities, and that their virtue and religion 
do not decreafe in proportion as their 
wealth and power increafe. For only 
on their own care and refolution does it 
depend, that they prove more confpicuous 
in goodnefs, and .turn out more fhining 
as they are more exalted objedls. Are 
they of the " poor and truly contrite fpi- 
" rit ?" Then " God will dwell with 
** them, and will be their God." Are 
they good, " ready to diftribute, glad to 
** communicate," humble, " pitiful and 
** courteous to all men ?" Then '* they 
** lay up a good foundation againft the 
** time to come and lay hold on eternal 
** life :" — But if they will not ht poor in 
fpiritj if they put their whole confidence 
" in uncertain riches and not in the living 
** God," then, though in their own ima- 
ginations, and in the eyes of unthinking 
anrefledting fpedtators, they '* are rich, 

** they. 
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** they are increafed with goods/' have 
need of no one thing, yet in fadk and all 
religious and true eftimate of things^ 
they are wretched and miferable, and 
poor indeed, poor to all real worth, 
blind in underftanding, naked in regard 
to that robe of righteoufnefs, whiqh 
thofe to whom heaven belongs muft 
wear. 



/ Upon the whole, it is the inward tern* 

per and habit of the mind, and not the 
exterior appearance or outward circum^ 
ftanccs, that God regards. He is the 
fearcher Qf hearts, he knows and will 
finally pronounce who are the truly poor 
and rich; and this judgment will feU 
dom coincide with the rafti premature 
judgments of mej>r Our Lord and Mafter 
who hath taught us how, and commanded 
us to be good, will at the lafl: great day 
judge righteous judgment. He hath told 

us 
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US, if wc will but underftand, how blef- 

fednefs is to be attained, how the joys of 

heaven are certainly to be procured. And 

by the fame rules which he pronounced on 

earth, will he form his final fentence 

upon us, when he comes a fecond time 

in glory. BlefTed alone are they, and thofe \ 

only will inherit the kingdom of heaven, 

who are poor injpirit. 

I fhall clofe with a very pertinent, and 
at the fame time noble and emphatical 
paffage of Ifaiah. Thus faith the Lord : 
" The heaven is my throne, and the earth 
" is my footftool : Where is the houie 
'* that ye build unto me ? And where is 
" the place of my reft ? For all thofe things 
" hath mine hand made, and all thofe 

v. 

" things have been, faith the Lord ; but 
" to this man will I look, even to him that 
** is poor and of a contrite fpirit, and 
'* treijibleth at my word," Ifa, Ixvi, i2, 

C DIS^ 
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St. Matt. v. 4. 



BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN: 
FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED. 



HAPPINESS is the final end of 
the human rational creature ; and 
righteoufnefs, or virtue in gene- 
ral, is the only means which leads moft 
afluredly to tlu^ end propofed. In this 
prefent probational ftate, the feeds of vir- 
tue, fown within us by our good Creator, 
are to be; carefully nourifhed, with due 
culture brought -to maturity, to tje ri- 

C 2 peoed 
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pened into harveft^ that the diligent an4 
careful hulbandmen may be amply recom-^ 
penfed in another ftate, fuitably to their 
produdtions of virtue here, whether ten| 
fifty, or an hundred fold. Yet, as all feeds 
fown in the earth are not exadtly of the? 
fame quality, though all are needful an4 
fubfervient to the ufe of life, and due care 
and culture are requifite, that they may 
yield a competent or a plentiful harveft,-^ 
foi the harvefts of virtue in the mind are 
of different qualities, though all right and 
good in themfelves. The foil of the mind 
muft be good, to brin^ forth any one dif^ 
tinguifhing fpccies of virtue, as that of 
the earth to produce a particular kind o^ 
grain. The bottom mull be right, that 
what (hcots and iflueth from it may be 
diftinguifhed in different inftances, ac^ 
cording to the exigencies of occafion, cir-» 
cumftance, and diverfity of temper. Hu^ 
man religious creatures may be *^ poor 
. ''in 
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** in fpirit," and may be alfo ** mour- 
** nets/* But peculiar fituation or cir- 
cumftance in life, may render the former 
branch of virtue more confpicuous in one, 
the latter in another. And the goodnefs 
of God that awards his bleflings,— not 
merely to any one particular exertion o^ 
virtue, but to all in general j iince all mufl 
ijOfue from a good heart, produced by cul- 
ture, difcipline, attention-— the goodneft 
6f God, I fay, is moft particularly to be 
adored, fince to every diverfity of virtue, 
as all are right and commendable, he pro-* 
pofeth diverfity of recompence— true riches 
in heaven to true poverty on earth— com-f 
fort to the mourners— favour to the meek 
— ifitisfaftion to the hungry and thirfty iir 
Jthe caufe of godlinefs— and fo on; fetting 
joy and felicity in full view to the fpeg- 
tator's eye, from whatever point he be^ 
liolds it, and calling men of every rank 

C 3 and 
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and complexion, who have honeft and 
good hearts to virtue and to glory. 

But our attention at prefent, muft be 
confined to that peculiar habit of virtue, 
which our Saviour diftinguiflieth by mourn-^ 
ing ; that is, to goodnefs in a fufFering or 
calamitous ftate, in any ftate to which 
comfort is due from the God of mercy and 
compaffion, and therefore will be amply 
beftowed upon it, either here or hereafter, 
or both, as. by all-feeing Wifdom fhall be 
beft determined. " BlefTed, fays our Lord 
*' and Mafter, are they that mourn i for 
*' they fhall be comforted.'* 

St. Luke, in the parallel paflage of his 
gofpel, expreileth it thus : — '* Bleflcd are 
^^ ye that weep now, for ye fliall laugh.*' 
So that one Evangelift regards the in- 
ward temper and feeling of the mind, the 

other 
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bther the outward fliow and exertion of it. 
iThc mournful heart. vents itfelf in weep- 
ing and tears ; the heart, which is coiii-^ 
forted, manifefts its joy by a countenance 
cleared up into chearfulnefs and fmiles. 
The expreffions in each Evangelift are 
almoft fynonimdus-^-^*— " BlefTed are they 
** that moutn or <weep now ; for they fhall 
** be comforted and laugh." If fufFer- 
i£igs> * ca}aniities and afHidtions be the por- 
tion of true :goodnefs here below, the re-*, 
verfe fhall fome time be its reward. Let 
it purfue its courfe with patience and for- 
titude here, God at length will ** wipe 
** away all tears from their eyes," and put 
a final moft defireable ^nd to all their for- 
row and pain, for ** the former things 
" will be paffed away/' 

As certairily therefore as Chrift hath 
pronounced the mourners blefTed, and pro- 
mifed them ample everlafting comfort, fo 

C 4 certainly 
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cbrtainly will they fometime perceive abd 
chjoy it> provided they mourn in the 
Chriftiln ^i\A rationd feitfe of the toi^^. 
What kind of, mourning br forrow is i 
i^tc of blefledneft, and entitled to divint 
celeflial comfort, it concerns us much 
waftly to fcnovir, and always to re- 
member* * 



1 . Blefledly liiournftil are they, in th* 

iirft place, who in the prefcntlife uttd*rg<i 
the preffure and Weight of invdlttntary ills; 
in contraxfting Which ttdther their bw*n 
wills ' or agency had a flifete^ with true pi-^ 
tfchce and refoibti^n. Thfeft ^e hodily 
infrrmitics proteeding from natural weak*i 
neft, -bad conftitution or hereditary taints* 
Such ills fall to the lot of thoufands, and 
pour pain and forrow and bitternefs into 
life* We cahndt but fefel them, but the 
virtue lies in fufF^ring without regret or 
impatience > not repining at the Author o£ 

our 
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oUr nMure for not working nuracld^ in oup 
fatour, and not fufpending or alcering tho 
Ac^rfe <^ thofe kws^ which he originally 
cflmblKhed for the government of this his; 
own material world. Tears will ofteri 
iffue, the expreflions of pains we have not 
earned ourfelves by any irregular or vici-* 
ous ads i and groans^ be heard for the tcr-^ 
tures we feel, through none of our owii 
eommi&ons or vices. By the very ordef 
ef nature^ our bodies, which are not built 
for immortality, mufl fufier many changes*; 
The blood will free2e or burn ; the brain 
will ihake ; the organs of life will decays 
lioagttiih and forego their ufe, and length 
trf life be only one progreffion of painful 
languor and decay. Refolute fubmiilion 
tad Cordial refignation is always our duty, 
ttid then we are blefTed in our fui&rings i 
M our prcfent degrees of forrow will. carcJF 
us to » fttture more abundant portion^pf 

com- 
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\ comfort. But thofe mourners are not^ 

cannot be bleflcd^ who throw out mur-» 
murs againfl: Providence, who irapioufly 
aiTsfgn the juftice of his laws, and over- 
flow with impatience, fpken and difcon- 
tent. Suqh things ferve only to prove 
him who fufFers to be worthy of his pain, 
though the previous caufes of it migljt be 
involuntary or accidental. To be fo ab- 
furdly affedled, is to drive off and thrown* 
a diftancc that comfort, which was o^her- 
wife at hand.— ^ — -The next flep to repin- 
ing at the will of Providence, is to fall 
out with ourfelves, our friends, our na* 
ture, the whole world around us,— which 
inay end at laft in what the true mmrner 
will not fuffer, even in a dawn of thought, 
to enter his heart, in ^* curfing God and 
" dying,"— dying a prefent and eternal 
death. No : The virtue lies in ftill bleff- 
|ng God, which at once beflows a bleil^ 

ing 
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ihg on ourfelves, is the only means of 
comfort and tranquillity here^ ^ of greater 
comfort and felicity hereafter. . 

2» But, Secondly, Other evils and acute 
ones too there are, which though the body 
be whole and unhurt, may be felt feverely 
by the mind ; fuch as outward afflidlions, 
unmerited by thofe to whofe fhare they 
fall. .The mourners therefore are bleffed 
in thofe fufFerings, as comfort is their due, 
and will be their recompence. 

Numerous are the afflidtions of this 
kind which happen, in the train of 
worldly affairs, to the fincerely religious 
and good. Lofs of credit and reputation, 
through falfe reports and malicious cen- 
fures, gives the fharpeft blow to a mind 
which hath a cordial regard for virtue, 
and is inwardly attached to true honeily 
and honour. Checks and difappointments 

given 
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given to their honeft and ' commendable 
labours, tljrough the artifice or cunning 
of more worldly, more interefted mcn^ 
produce a proj^ortion of inward forrow* , 
It is mournful, fedately to refleft, how" 
the falfe diflibmbling countenance, th^ 
double tongue, the flattering addrefs to 
^he weaknefs and caprice of others, the 
treacherous iniinuation, the knack of ri-f 

diculing whatever is fober or grave, {hall 
give the go-by in the labour of life, to 
thofe who wear their fentiments on their 
countenance, who dare not fpeak what 
they do not think, who dare not enter- 
tain a thought, that is an enemy to found 
reafon and true religioni who are too no^^ 
blc to flatter vice, and would thrive 
honcflly or not at all. Yet the all-feeing 
Deity, no doubt beholds many mourners 
of this kind, unnoticed by their bufy, 
unrcflefting, fliort-fightcd fellow-crear 
tures« Nay, how mournful indeed niuft 

the 
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be iht lot of feme, who, i$ fuch is fome^ 
times the wickedncfs and tyranny of the 
world, true virtue fubjedks them only to 
difgrace and reproach ; when their mode- 
ration will not prevent or put an end to 
civil feuds and diflenfions ; or they arc 
reduced to behold the moft mournful 
fcehes, in fpite of all their efforts to pre- 
vent them— *fuch as public devaftations, 
Jofs of all rational liberty, and the dimi- 
nution or total fubverfion of publick hap*, 
pinefs. How great muft the afflidlions, 
the unmerited affliftions be, of thofe, who 
languifli under fevere oppreflbrs, merely 
becaufe they cannot join in opprefling ? 
Who are fubjedted to rapine, becaufe they 
(iannot commit it ? Who are liable to fuf-» 
fer by the infincere, becaufe they will not 
raflily judge others to be fuch ? Who treat 
the ungrateful and unrelenting tempers: 
with lenity and mildhefs, ftill expofed as 
opportunity ofier« to their rancour ? Whoj^ 

when 



{ 
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when fuperftitious ungodly tyrimts lord 
it in the world, have nothing to expe£i: 
but exiles, dungeons or flames ? Or, in 
public mifery caufed by civil tyrants, 
muft retire into corners to mourn the lofs 
of every thing amiable and good, except 
their own inward confcioufnefs of virtue ? 
** Blcfled are thofe mourners/' The A1-- 
mighty fees and infpires them ftill with 
the comforting rcjSedlion, that true good- 
nefs is ftill his care, and will receive from 
him its final recompence, 

3. Bleffednefs, Thirdly, is pronounced 
by Chrift on other mourners, who, though 
in themfelves unhurt, perfonally unwound- 
ed both in body and mind, yet cannot 
but fympathize in the caufe of religion 
and virtue, and be fenfibly grieved that 
the world about them, hath bid adieu to 
thought andreafon, and is plunging madly 
into folly and wickedneft of every kind. 

The 
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/ 

The public afFe^aicMis are moft adive, irioft 
alive in true virtuous minds. The extra- 
vagance and guilt of thofe around them, 
will give them concern and pain, though 
clear and unreproached in their own bo-* 
fpms. But then, they muft not vent 

themfelves in reproachful inve(9:ives, in 
terms of fplpen ^nd malicioufnefs, in fpite- 

ful railings and ^n opprobrious taunts, 
but in mild remonftrance, gentle perfua^, 
fion; and when thefe aye unavailing, in 
§leiit grief and calm appeals to the God of 
purity and wifdom. The diftempered will 
not regard, much lefs thank them, for 
pitying their pafe, or labouring to heal 
their diforders. But the great Searcher of 
hearts^ rccogijizeth their concern for the 
fpreading and flouriihing of rightepufnefs, 
and will beftow upon them the greater fhare 
of his comforts, in proportion as others 
rejedt them, and will not know, or will 
flight their Yftlue* When a tprrent of vice 

apd 
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and folly abounds, when the very nature 
^f things is overturned, by an abfurd and 
prepofterous conduft both in thinking and 
a^ing I when the reputed good-manners 
of the world can hardly be attained with-- 
out fome kind of diflblutenefs in morals, 
rtor the pcrfon be reckoned humanized 
who cannot temporize and fmile with 
thofe, who '* glory in what ought to be 
^^ their fhame,"— it is certainly virtue to 
i^ourn apart in its caufe, when open re- 
mbsflrances would not be heard, and 
'* the voice of the charmer" would end 
in mere unregarded found, " charmed he 

J^ never to wifely." They that mourn 
with thofe who mourn indeed, are truly 
compaffionate. They that mourn for 
others who blindly fcorn to do it for 
themfelves, adt the generous and Chriftian 
part. But divine is that charadter, tho* 
unnoticed, perhaps reviled aiid ridiculed 
here below, vtrhich laipents unheard and 

uncom^ 
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comforted^ but by God aloftc, that tfuth 
and righteoufoefs are deprcfled, have loft 
fo much of their fway in the hearts and 
adtions of their fellow-creatures. 



4. The iaft tribe of mmrners^ and to 
whom divine mercy, and the Gofpel of , 
Chrift, promife arid at once award the moft 
feniible/ moft enlivening cpmfort, arq 
thofc— who having through inadvertence, 
powerful temptation, or the ftrength of 
paflion, deviated from the rules of re- 
ligion and virtue, begin foon to difcern the 
error of their ways, and with penitent 
k^art^, unfeigned contrition, . and true re- 
pentance never again to be repented of, 
knplore the mercy and forgivenefs of their 
heavenly Father. Godly forrow arifing in 
the heart from a fenfe of duty negledted 
and broken, from a fincere compunftion 
for paft offences, and a fteady unfhaken 

refolution to fin no more, is a facrifice 

« 

I> moft 
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moil acceptable to the Deity,: and is iure 
(tf the protedion and interceiiion of our 
advocate and mediator Jefus Chriff. Thofe 

who thtrsr mourn, and arc thus Fa^cn 
with a preflure of evils, will have re- 
frefhment and comfort from him. He 
will not ^ break the reed fo bmifed^ jobr 
'* quench tiie flax fo begkmiag to iinoke/* 
but aid it by hia grace to kincBc it up in- 
to the pure flsune and light of mAxai9C9 
reformed, and a purified heart. Acoitfta&t 
uninterrupted perfererance in virtm^, i^ 
grateful to the Deity, and is, iecureo^ 
reward. But Chrifl ai&ireth us> ^1^ 
*/ it gives joy to the angfik in. heaven^ tq 
^^ fee the iheep that was fbr^yed cetunMci 
^^ to its fold," or a iinner return to hift. 
duty and his God. How Bnely is tM 
Gofpel calculated to ijeform |he w<^ldj^ 
md make converts to truth ^nd ri^t(o^£-r 
nefsl — ^Few or none are they wha nep4 
tto repentance,^ and the£e£c^£& for Qur coflbt 
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fort aiid encour agemeat Chrift affurerii us^ 
that ** there is more joy in heaven over 
*• one finnei- that repenteth^ than over 
** ninety and nine juft perfon^ who need 
** no repentance/* JBlefled therefore are 
they, who tnonfii for their fins with 
hearty fofirow and tinfeighed contrition > 
comfort fkrtti heaVen is their promifed 
due)-'-*a obnifdrt^ which beginning here 
on earth, tnliven^ the dfccline of life, 
gives- ferenity and ealmh^s to the bed of 
death, aild opens the regions of blifs and 
glory to our approach* 

Such therefore^ and fb largely exten- 
five is the purport of this Beatitude of 
btu: Lord and Mailer's own declaration, — « 
It beftows comfort firft, on thofe, who 
(bund in mind fuffer under involuntary 
corporal evils, or in contrafting which 
their own wills had no fbare.- - I t be- 
llows it, fccondly, on thofei to whofe lot 

D % the 
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the croffes and difafters of this world fall i 
whofe affliftions, whether of penury, cpn^ 
.tempt, oppreflion, flavery, and fo on, are 
unmerited,, and by no means the confe-. 
,quence of perfonal folly or guilt. — It bea- 
tifies thofe in the third place^ who unhurf 
themfelves bqth in body and mind,. . fymr 
pathize with the goody mourn from ge- 
nerous pity with the mourners,, and. have 
all their affcdtions quite aHve and a^^ve 
in the caufe pf religion and of God> v 
But laftly,. irt particiilarly excels; in 
awarding merey apd comfort to trtie 
mournful penitents, who part with their 
fins to pleafe:the Deity, a^d fin no rapre 
to make their reconciliation with him 
eiFeftuaL— ^It thus extends itfelf to all 
ranks and chara^ers in life^ all which 

fall under- fome of thefe qualifications! 
and' difplays to our gratitude, and. love, 
and adoration, that ": mercy of^ God, 
** which fearched into with all our might 



" is 
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** is however unfearchabk," as it never 
can^ fuitably to its excellence^ be di£- 
covered and magnified by us^ 

To the God of merfy therefore, &;c- 
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St. Matt, y* '5^ 

r 

SlfiSlSED- ARE THE MEEK; FOR THET 
mALL INHERIT TUE EARTH* 



THE; feimitable Ikill of the Al- 
jnigHty Creator hath &) wifelj 
diiverii£yed, and by that meaai 
adcK-nedi the whole of his GnBadon, that 
e^ery branch l)oth animate and inzniwatc^ 
iK^di materiid and iiia:ellig^iit, is not ^nly 
tight and fittitig, hut pleafing aifo and 
t)eiai3tifd[ in its kind« It was thus that 
with pleafure he furveyed his jown ocsl^ 

D 4 tion^ 
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tion, and behold, ^* every thing in it was 
'^ very good/' 

How grateful and pleafing to the out* 

* • • • ' * • " 

ward fight, is the varied colouring of ma- 
terial objedts ! One pleafeth us highly till 

another be feen ; we then know not where 

to award the preference, when each vies 

with each in outward beauty, and yields 

fenfible pleafure to the beholders. Nor is 

the iporal. creation of. God Icfs diverfified 

than is his natural. The complexions of 

mind yield as great a variety, as compo- 

fitions of outward lineament and c o lo u r; 

The ground indeed is uniform and en.; 

in the former as well as the latter. Moral 

redtitjude and virtue is the fanae in itfelG 

r^- . ,but is differently exerted ; e^^hibif? * ye^ 

N^. ried appearance to the.iiiental fight, ^ an4 

vy>vv \ j^ '.aiToliat va^^ ftill preferv^s'ufiifQrmity^ 

Yronr^vTh^ch. trU^ beauty ever muft r^f 
fult. 

Examine 
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Examine any number of rational crea- 
tures, who know the ends of their crea- 
tion, and fludy to exalt their nature, and 
pleafe the all-bountiful Giver of all that 
is good.— In different ftations, and from 
different points of view, they ftrike diffe- 
rently on the fenfe. Which interefts us 
uioft is hard to fay, whether virtue af- 
flidted, or virtue rewarded — whether po- 
verty rich in virtue, or riches which pro- 
duce a religious poverty, a total abfti- 
nence from every intemperate abufe or ir- 
regular enjoyment ; whether the mourner, 
who . patiently expedks, or the mourner 
who thankfully receives his comfort ; or 
in the meaning of the text, whether the 
mfeJi who already inherit the earth, or 
waiting for that more pleafing inheritance 

of their own new heaven and new earthy 

.wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs. Fojhto .^\; :V >' >'-'^ 
that peculiar exertion of virtue /which is 

called mecknefs^ our Saviour in this his 

divine 
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divint diiicourfe, has awarded its peculiar 
blcffing, and explicitly declared, that as 
the ru:ifi of beaven fliali be conferred on 
fovirty ofjpirit ; as comfort fliail be ad- 
miniftcred to the mourners , fo an ample 
inheritance of good things beft fuited to 
\t% nature fliall be the reward oimeeknefs; 
*' Blefled are the meek for they {hall in^^ 
** herit the earth/' 

What this peculiar virtue or mode of 
virtue is, which is called meeknefs^ the 
^e on proper occafions can . more eafily 
diftinguifh than words can defcribe. * In 
the lift of all vittucs merely moral, it con- 
ftantly obtains its rank, and in the Chrif- 
tian "catalogue of virtues, is glorioufly 
ranged amoAgft thoiEe which the Apoftle 
ftilesand not-to-be-miftaken *' fruits of the 
^' Spirit." The holy Spirit of God, who 
refides in the hearts of the truly goofd^and 
virtuous, Is delighted to exhibit his fruit 
4 to 
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to the admiration d£ underfbuiding crea* 
tures/ in the figure and Oiape of medc^ 
P«fs. 

It is a foft and gentle^ but habitual 
cKcrcife of virtue, which attrafts regard, 
taffotds delight, and procures the good-- 
will and approbatkm of human intelli- 
gent fpeftators : in the language of holy 
wnt It is a quality ^lot corruptible^ the* 
moft finn asid ^did poiledion a mortal can 
eojcgr, and fo ^reat an ornament to the 
human cre&tnre, that its price or valua- 
tioh is ^grcat ctoi 4n tht £ght of God, 

Meekxiefs fmthof, is that peculiar ha- 
bit of Tiirtme, i^hidi like:all other Chrif-^ 
tiaa hahiis, is adapted tOj and if Audied 
and exercifed, /dignifies axid) adorns every 
ftstion or nink in life vmttcvcr. It is 
^ckfiGTwIedged Olid admired in the higher 
feats ^f life| td)f6re It eXcl^diQs arrogance 
' and 
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and infolience from the heart and mouthy : 
from the words and a<9:s ; and renders the: 
great, or thofe who are exalted in civil 
communities above the ordinary level, to 
be gentle, condefccnding, and meek to all 
men. It is owned and approved in all 
other ftations, where it renders men pa- 
tient and fubnf^iflive to one another, and 
fupports a conftafit peace ajid tranquillity 
in the commerce and tranfad:ions of the 
public world. In domeftic life it is per- 
ceived with the fwceteft fcnfe of delight, 
when it.preferves uninterrupted harmony 
between the moft tender and clofe rela- 
tions ; by its ferene and peaceful train of 
procedure, keeping up regularity and 
order, on which is built tha( truly pru- 
dent conduft, which gives profperity and 
fuccefs, and makes even this earth a fit 
iiaherita^ce. for the good 5 and by enabling 
them to enjoy the prefent gifts of the all- 
bounteous Creator, fits them to pafs, by an 

eafy 
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cafy trahfition, to a more glorious inherif 
tance in heaven. i 



" The right virtuous habits of Chriftian^, 
are: beft known and valued from a view of 
their- oppofites. 

The worth of meeknefs, " that fruit of 
^* the Spirit/^ is readiefl calculated, from 
comparing it with wrath and ftrife, thofe 

works of the flefh.-^ ^Which of the 

tempers, the meek and gentle, or the 
wrathful and contentious, will — let us not 
isy the great Parent and Judge of moral 
creatures, but even mortal man, with hi$ 
ordinary portion of fagacity and difcern- 
meot efteen^ and value mioft? We may 
leave the anfwer even to the moft peevifh 
and impatient of our fellow-men, who 
will readily own, when the fire of their 
tempers at any time fubfides, that the 
habit of meeknefs fits its owners better 

for 
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£(»* a]] the purpofcs of re^ifonafale 'facial 
life^ procures them the favour and pro** 
tediion of others, enables them often to 
fucceed in important aSkirs, or othcin^ifc 
renders even diiappointments no matter <3S 
concern or pain to them ; allowing at the 
fame time, that their own fretful boifter- 
ous complexion, lajrs thcmfclves under 
grejit diikdvantages, renders txufcQnduft 
more painful, and fuccefs lefs pleating to 
themfelves ; makes the public road of life 
more troublefome and rugged to their 
feet, and fpoils all the fweets which ihould 
be felt in the hours of retirement, a^ 
rufRed minds cannot be foon compofedi 
or a temper apt to be thrown into tu-* 
multS) kept long at eafe or quiet with 
itfelf. 

But dropping the view of convenience 
or incofivCTiicnce of them in focial life, 
what a ftrong prefervativc and guard of 

the 
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the foul is meekncfs, from running into 
finful words or a£ts, and how forcibly do 
its oppofitc qualities hurry us into them ? 
He who is fubjed to fury muft abound 
in tranfgreiSons, his mouth fpeaks rafhly^ 
with pervcrfenefs always, often with im- 
piety; the words- of wrath fooh. turn to 

♦ 

words of execration or blafphemy; the 
Almighty is difpleafed, and fo is every 
thinking prudent hearer. Then oflfence* 
fail abound, and wo unto them by whom 
they thus abound! Such ^perfons in the 
common train of aifairs, muft irrecoTcr- 
ably ixsSet for their impotence of temper • 
for as Solomon obferves, ** though you 
" deliver them once, yet muft you do it 
^ ' again*' and again. And nioiL true will 
be . found that maxim of the £uiie Royal 
Sage— that " tbcy who are of a froward 
^^ hearty are an abonpdnatioa to the Lord J'. 



But 
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, But to the meek 6ti the contrary^ th<r 
bleffings of Providence are given in thia 
worlds and future bleflings laid up in 
ftore for them for the next. As judgment 
rules within them,^^s their fpirits are not 
liable to hafty fermentations, they never 
willingly provoke or exafperate others. 
If others will be provoked, yet the foft 
anfwer of mceknefs turneth away wrath, 
and its yielding condefcenfion pacific th 
even great offences, whether given or 
imagined. The Lord himfelf is faid, 
by the Royal Pfalmift, '* to guide them 
** in judgment and to teach them his 
'' way." 

■ Nay, meeknefs is fo univerfally con- 
feifed to be needful in the affairs of this 

« 

lower world, even without tegarding it 
a& a virtuous and Chrift:ian habit of tem- 
per, that all are obliged, are conflantly 
taught, to import fomething of it into 

their 
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their behaviour tp allay the lierdenefs of 
thofe mana$ni» which ivbould otherwife 
be too boifterous and favage« Hieace are 
derived the rules of good breeding and 
good manoers^ arts to .n\ajc^ men a little 
tradable to one another^ though not al^ 
ways matters of worth or value in the 
perfons. But then the human polifh dif« 
fers widely from the virtuous accomplifli- 
ment. U wwts the foundation of true 
goodnefs^ a reaji and inward fenfe of duty. 
It is raifed merely on a.£uidy bottom; 
tliwart it a little and k totters; prefs 
harder upon it and it is quite overturned* 
'Tis but a weak and unfure fence againilr 
provocation^ ftrife and contention ; it re* \ 
prefTeth^ pcrliapt^ for a moment or two a ^ 
fit of cholcr, which when once it rifes; j 
the unchriftian^ fterp^ unrelesiting temper 
^ws itielf in 4II its deformity, and con- 
^iflceth fpe£httor$, that in that bo£bm. 
true meeknefs, the ornanjent of the hu- 

E man 
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/\, man foul, the virtue blefflng its owners 

/ ^"^y ^^d blefled- by heaven, hath- ever been an 
' / utter ftrangec. > ; , i 

I AAA .^.Aww A 



w * # 



^^ " Appearances of virtue may indeed carry 

f their point for a time, but are for ever lit= 

able to det€<fti6!$, -and the corifequeiice of 
j it,^ difgrace. • It may be eafy to diflemblo. 

i for X time, but it is exceeding- difficult to 

1 do it always. And men -are not To eafily 

impofed upon, as not to -diftihguifh be-' 
tween the outward varniih'and garb, and 

the inward temper and habit of rheeknefs. 
The former may outftiine khd* oiitflrip it 

r 

in the public open bufinefs of life, but 
the teft of thfe virtue lies in the private 
and re tired - fcenes, 'wheneti>epcrfon adts. 

without difguife, and gives a freer fcope* 

* * 

to his natural temper. Though the for- 
mer therefore may gain a niore ample- 
inheritance on the earth, yet in the true' 
enjoyment of . it, it falls vgiftly deficient. 

Men 
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p •* 



Men only appear, but are not fincerciy hap- i . 
pj abroad. True-meekhefs mecl«;*with Tt» -J \ 
pleafures and^ its folid fatisfadSori iii every- 
icene. But the' Aieefc parent,' tfie' meek 
cliild, the meek heads of* families,^ arc 
truly fenfible in the occurfcirces of *^ their 
private lives, in 'the fuccefsful train* of 
their private affairs,' ''in the peace and fe- 
renity of their more retired hours, how 

much truth and v(neight there is in the de- 

« 

claration off our Saviour, that " they ihall 
** inherit the earthl'^ * 

But the bleflings which flow from piirc 
undefiled religion, have not only their 
place on earth, but extend their profpedt 

■ 

towards a future manfion in the heavens. 
If then meeknefs ihould chance, through 
oppofition of humours, through the 
thwartings of intereft, or being thrown 
into inextricable fcenes of contention, 
tumult, diforder, in the prefent world tp 

E 2 mifs 
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mxTs the full enjoyments of thojfe blef-^ 
fing8 naturally due» md which without 
many obftradions muft attend it here-^ 
Yet Cod hath promifed it a more glori-^ 
ou$ and more hftiag iidieritance^ in that 
newkeaven and new earth wberein dwelletb 
}Pigbt€Ofifnefs I where true virtue will meet 
with its full reward, and no vice, no 
pretence of virtue can interpofc to divert 
or fnatch from it its proper recon^)once. 
There the meek who heve pa0ed unno-- 

ft 

ticed here below, and received no poii-- 
tive harveft from their virtue, but the 
inward ^lonfcious applaufe of their own 
hearts, will be diflinguifhed aind applauded 
by the all^feeing all-righteous Judge of 
accountable creatures. When the foor in 
Jfirit receive their unfading wealth, when 
the niQurnen receive their lafting unfail- 
ing comforts, they alfo will be pro-^ 
nounoed heirs of Cod and joint heirs 

with 
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* ■ ' 



with Chrift, in the regions df blifs and 

glory. 

No rules or precepts but thoie of ouf 
Lord and Mafter, are capable of training 
tip the human nature to its proper per- 
feilibn. No example but his alone is 
ftrbng ahd attradtive enough to drkw us 
with conftant '' unremitting ard6r into 
the" uiiinterruptcd pra<£tic« of true virtud, 
or triie and folid religion, fife was in 
the riioft compleat/ divineft manner *^ thp 

** Captain of our; Salvation;'' and when 

. • • • • • , . 

he appeared on earth with all the hunian 
pafiions; true TirtUe and meeknef^ ifhone 
out in him, in all its ]!hoft amiable and 
worthy reality. He pradlifed it moft 
carneftly, and difplayed it m<^ confpicu- 
oufly in his own pradice. He was 
meek and lowly in heart, meek to all 
ranks and degrees of men,^ to his pa- 

E 3 rents^ 
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wnts, tp his difcipks, to his country- 
men, to Samaritans, to Galileans, to 
thofe who opprcfled him, afperfed him^ 
apprphwd^ him, bore . falfe witnefs a- 
gainil. him,, nailed him to the crofs, and 
taunted . aiid reviled him there j leaving 
us an- example, which it is our duty, 
pur merit, our beft.-^d,greatcft inte- 
jeii, . whereon our , eternal w:elfare de- 
ppnds diligently to ..i):u|4y, and^ft^ily 
,tp .f9Uoip'^an exampkro^ CQnfummate 
,i»f ekqeft, as he }li4, n^ viole^ce^ aeither 
was,,deceit-found.in-his-.mouth: .but in 
^L,his. (fufFerings ^^ eopupittcd himijblf' 
."^^ ^H^..^at jtt4geth,nght^Qufly/', -;.. , 
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St. Matt, v, 6i 

• -• ' ... 

5BtEdS£6 ARfe ^HEV, WHliCli feO tttJN-*' 

• • • • 

' CER AND THIRST AFT?R RIGHTEOUS-* 
NESS: FOR THEY SHALL BE FILLED; 



N the true moral, or triily Chriftiari 

eftimate of things^ righteoufnefs is 

• .,.'■■ 
the higheft perfedion of the human 

nature,^-iand to the higheft perfection the 

greateft happinefs muft neceflarily belong. 

By the fame rule, the nearer approaches 

a rational accountable creature makes to 

E 4 per- 
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perfedion^ of the more degrees of hap^ 
pinefs he becometh poilbflcd :(^by how 
much the more his purfuit of |fhe one 
ftrengthens and moves on faflen, by fo* 
much the more^ his nofeaAif e of tAe others, 
increafcth and cnkrgeth itfelf.^ — ^It is 
here alone^ of ^1 human purluits^ where \ 
deiires draw enjoyment after them, and i 
-whftre aloiie the afiedions and paflionsr j 



may be filled, may be moft amply grati- 
fied,, beyond the reach of di&ppointment 
or fatioty. 



) 



./ 



tm,' 



Thus, in this beatitude, as" in all the 
reft,, our Lord and Mailer hath beea 
pleafed to declarcy that to fiich a peculiar 
labour of virtue, a peculiar bounty of the 
God of righteoufnefs is infallibly an- 
nexed. To thofe who love righteoufneis,. 

the bleffings of it are due by the will of 

* ' * ■ ' ' • 

God j— to thofe, who love it with the 

• • > -■ . . ^ • 

higheft afFeftion> fo eagerly >. as figura- 
tively 
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« 

lively freaking, to '^^ hunger and diirft 
'* after jK," a fullnefs of that joy infepar- 
Ikble ftom it, progreffive blcflihgs a^ the 
ilFcifticfei proceeds, and pleafure for cver- 
niore, ; 




The piirafe, " to hunger and thkft 
*' after righteoufnefs/' is figurative in- 
deed, but yet it afibrdd plain and certain 
ideas. From the known and the vifible 
niotions and operations of body or matter, 
^e argue to the inward and fpiritual cpft- 
duA and procedure of the mind dci^th^/' 
foul. TKe fenfations of hunger and thirft 
are the mofl feiifibiy felt, and moil eager 
to be iatisfied of any to which we are 
fubjedt. The mind therefore, which la- 
bours after the attainment or increase of 
virtue, with the fame impatience znd 
eageraefs, as the body hankers after its 
prober nourifhment, mufl love righieoufr 
hi^fs, as \^\l as poffibly it can be loved« 

'The 



I 



"> 



/ 
/ 
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■ ' - t The ijieaaingithpKeforeof this figo*^ 



rative cxpjceflion li^ a^ level and -obvious 
to ev^ry capacity, -as. any exprcffion can 
lie; /and our Saviour on this .occafion 
fpoke in the figure, merely becaufe it gave 
I greater ftrength and weight to what he 
was teaching^,.^ ; .... ^ -.• 






/ 



ThiS' manner oftfpeaking is qoin^acti 
to all good writers, but ris moit remark-- 
ably t^fed - with: .CQft0:fleucei perfpicuity^ 
\and abundaiit ftrengtl}/ -in Several i.p»f-* 
fage« of Hply WrU>— rSolomoji^^.in his 
Proverbs,, introduceth ,wifdopi as a per*- 
fan,, calling upon thpfcpwho are willing 
to do thovfll of the gr^jLt Creator, aiyi .to 
be the ' f^rY§«ts . of TJgJiteoufnicfs, . to : ap* 
proach afid take their food and aliment 
from her y— — '* Comej^ fays (he to them> 
«* ccj^e eat .of 'my, l?iread, and drink. of 
^' ;thc:!^ine wbifch.l have mingjed y that 
the wife ^by.5vhat;|hcr;. gave might yet be 
.^^^ wifcr. 
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wifer, and the juft by the rules which (he 
delivered, might increafe in the learning 

or leflbns of virtue. ^The fon of Sirach, 

who is a commentator on - Solomon^ iru- 
troduceth her in the fame manner, lliling 
herfelf *' the mother of fair love, and fear, 
" and knowledge, and holy jiope.^ — Cowc 
" therefore unto me, (lays fhe) all ye 

< ' 

*' that be defirous.of me, and fill your- 

" felves with my fruits, ^They that 

" eat me (hall yet be hungry, and they 
*^ that drink me, (hall yet be thirfty/* 
The defire of true wifdom or rightjc- 
oufnefs is the only defire, which is fatis- 
fied without fatiety, which the inftant.it 
is fo fatisfied, defireth again, and pro- 
ceeds for eyer in longing after and attain- 
ing its peculiar felicity. ^And this 

(Irong ' emphatical way of fpeaking, pur 
Lord and . Rafter frequently ufes to his 
difciples, when he would fet their afiec- 
tions on righteoufnefs . and virtue — whfin 

perfc6l 



'--*. 
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perfefl: wifdom dwelt bodily in him, 
which in Solomon's writings was only an 
imaginary or kind of fiiflitious being*——— 
My fleih^ fays he, is meat indeed, and 
my blood is drink indeed. He that 
eateth my flelh and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me, and I in him/*— — — 
The heft food and nourifhment of his 
difciples always was, and always will be^ 
to obey his inftrudtions and obfervc his 
precepts ; as it was his '* meat to do the 
*^ will of Him that fcnt him, and to 

'** finifli his work/'- He defcribes him- 

felf alfo, as *^ 'the bread o£ life 5 he that 
*' Cometh to him, is never to hunger; 
'* he that believeth on him, is never to 
'* thirft ;** finc^ in the words of the text, 
'which throw light upon, and receive it 
alfo from this kind of figurative cxpref- 

lions " BlefTed are they which do hun- 

'** and thirft after righteoufnefs 1 for they 
** fhallbe fille'cl.^' 

How 
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How adorable therefore is the goodnefs 
of God, who for the moft worthy, moil 
excellent affeftion or paffion in the hu-^ 
man mind, hath appointed the fulleft 
meafure of fatisfadtion, and guarded it 
f jfom difappointment, mifcarriage, obftruc-p 

tion, or the lofs of its final end ! ^The 

defire of every thing befides, is liable to 
croffes in its purfuit,"to diftafte and difatis- 
faftion after it is attained. It is rightouf- 
jicfs alone, or true virtue, or true religion, 
(fince thefe are fynonimous expreflions) 
which the mind, when once it hath 
Joved, will ftill continue to value ; will 
value it more, the more it becomes con- 
fcious of it I and will be confcious of it, 
with ftilUincreafing fatisfadtion and de- 
light for ever and ever. This pailion 
alone of all the human is immortal;-—* 
is the glory of rational creatures both in 
earth and in heaven ^^-^-and marks out 
our refemblance to, and affinity with, the 

divine 
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divine fourcc and origin of all perfec- 
tion* 



The body of man requires for its fup- 
port and prefervation, fome daily fup- 
plies of food and nourifhment. With- 
out thefe it feels uneafinefs and pain, it 
muft ficken, it muft languifh, and wafte 
away. With them alfo, if taken beyond 
fome proper bounds, which the laws of 
nature and reafon prefcribe, it grows op- 
prefled, encumbered, enfeebled, and pains 
and diftempers follow^ But the foul, 
which hath chofen aright the proper 
nourishment for its refined and fpiritual 
appetites, is free from any fuch parallel 
inconvenience. One virtuous aft per** 
formed, fills it with true pleafure for the 
prefent, and makes it eager to perform 
another. Nay, the bare will or defire to 
perform taore hath its peculiar pleafures^ 
even when it cannot cpmpleat the outward 
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adt. The hunger arid* thirft after righffe- 
oufncfs, IS conftantly attended with full 
iheafure of delight ; the appeafing of them' 
enhanceth the, iatisfaftion. But, by its 
progreffive quality the foul will hunger 
and thirft again, and by fuch aliment aU 
ways grows ftronger and ftronger, more 
able to perform the -cxercife of virtue, 
and more and more pleafed and gratified 
V^ith it. 

Such a conftitfition and order of things 
bath eternally flowed from the will of 
God, the munificent Parent and Author 
of virtue and happinefs. The ^xed and 
unchangeable decree that it fhould be fo, 
he engraved in the hearts of all his crea- 
tures. If they loft their cpnviftions of it, 
it was owing to their own inattention^ or 
to an acquired ftupidity;— a ftupidity, 
which gradually dcbafed them to prefer 
$he delights of the outward fenfe before 

thofe 
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thofe of the mind, and taught them to 
cherifh and pamper the body, but leave 
their nobler part, the foul, uncultivated 
and wafl^/ Men have inverted, and ilill 
continue too much to invert the order of 
things s and force that mind, ivhich 
ought to diredi: and rule, to be a flave to 
bodily paiBons, and to exert its utmofl 
reach and invention, to gratify every fenfe 
^but the moral fenfe or that of virtue. -' 

Chrift came into the world tot ttGaiy) It ^^*^^' 
this guilty condu<9:, and ta repltce'the 
affed:ions of rational creatures on a better 
and more worthy objcft. He taught men 
* how really to become, and he taught the^i 
who beyond all denial were^ moft truly 
ble£ed. But his maxims and declarations 
continue only to be verified in doftrine i 

and fpeculation ; fince they are xiot pro- 
perly verified or illuftrated in the pra(9:ic9 
of rational creatures ^ nay, of thofe who 

call 
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I ' ' . ' 

fcail themfelves his difciplesi and are dlC^ 
tinguiriiecf hf the moft honourable name 

of Chriftians. Their meat, their food^ 
their employment is ftill too ihtu^h to d6 
thei? own prevfcfle wills, and— -not fiis 
will, nor *^ iht will 6^ his Father wno Is 
^^ in heaven;" 

• • • 

Were It needful Here to Compare the \ 
various purfuits oi the human creature^ _ 
, it would foon appear^ how far the pur- 
A %M\\f^it of lighteoufnefs and virtue quite fur- 
paflfe^ ahy othfef , iii thfe true ^itisfadion 
it' yield^ through' the whole df its pro- 
grefs; More toilfoihe and lahorioW prer- 
haps it may be in the beginning 6/ iii 
courfe than the voliiptifbus, fuxuriou's c4 
ambitious' purfuits of the ^Voffd 3* btrt its 
every tdl fooii becomes jpleanrigi affords 
more courage ant( ftrength t!b' Airmnuttt 
any obrfacles ye^' in thd wa^)^ 5 nay; ^hat- 
ever difiicultres intervene, its filial pur- 

F pofe 
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purpofe it mufl: infallibly attain :-~na]r, 
even when unfuccefsful in its projefls and 
deligns in the bufinefs of the prefent life^ 
the worthy intention gives more pleafure 
than purfuits of luxury, or avarice, or 
power in their greateft fuccefs. It is 
'* the hunger and thirft after rightoufnefs 
** alone which obtains its end fo fully ^ 
( *^ that the joys they give are continually 
'^ enlarging, never to furfeit, and never 
^^ toceafe." 



/ 



\ 



y 




The extenfive reach and progrefSve fa- 
culty of the human mind can no where 
find fcope enough for itfelf, no where 
indulgence fuitable to the flrength, the 
growing ftrength, of its afFedlions and 
paflions,. but in the purfuit of righteouf- 
To the fallies of the foul, exert- 
ing itfelf in thought,, a bound can never 
be prefcribed,. fo as to fay to i t 



Hitherto flialt thou pafs,. and no far- 

X « ther/' 
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z' 



•* ther/' Such a bounds tf pfcfcribcd to 
it, with noble pride and exultation it 
wbuld fooii fly ovcrj dnd launch boldly 
out into infinite (pace. The purfuit of 
moral redtitude and Virtue i% therefore thb 
only fatisfadtory One adapted to and de^ 
iigned for it^ by the alUwife and all-good 
Creator. It follows after thefai for ever ; it 
gratifies defire in evfery ftep ; it approaches 
nearer and nearer to perfeftibn, but never 
compleatly attains it, becaufe fuch per- / 
fedion is the attribute and prcfogative of 
God alone. He ind&d hath giracioufly 
appointed, . that increafing delight . and 
ftilUgrowing fatisfadlion fhall conftantly 
accompany^ to wing the aiFe<Stion, and . 
teach the foul to follow its only, its real; 
its greateft good, atid to pafs from hu^- 
man to angelic^ ftill labouring afteiNxue 
excellence and worth j 



F* 




I 
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To Tet the Immiii ^^ddohs in fuch a 
purfuity to fupport its ardour and perfe-- 
verance in the noble courfe, is the main 
fcope and tendency of all the precepts an^ 
initrudtions of Chriil^ of all thofe en« 
couragem^its and rewards which he hath 
promiied in his Father's nanie, to thofe 
who will make a love of righteoufnefsf 
their higheft care and concern, and ren* 
der it the firft and moft ruling of their 
paflBons,— " We exhort," fays the Apof- 
tle St. Paul, as addrefling hinciielf to thofe 
who acknowledged the true nature of 
the Chriftian religion——" We exhort 
** and charge every one of you, that ye 
** fhould walk worthy of the vocation 
" wherewith ye are called- j worthy of 
" God, who hath called yo» to his^ king- 
dom and glory ; worthy of the Lord, 
unto all pleafing; being fruitful in 
every good work."— For this were 
ve created ; for this were all our rational 

faculties, 
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faculties^ our intelledtual abilities beftow- 
ed upon us ; for this were we inftrufted, 
purchafed with his own blood, and re* 
deemed by Chrift. But if our affec- 
tions are fuffered to become bafe and 
groveling, to fix themfclves on fenfual, 
carnal, fordid, tcrreftrial objefts, which 
have no affinity with rcafon and rightcouf- 
nefs — our progrefs, as ftill we muft pro- 
ceed, will be quite inverted, and will 
tend to fliame, to mifery, and to utter 
deftruftion. It concerns us nearly to 



give the mind its proper light, and the 
generous affedlions their proper courfe, 
that ** our love may abound yet more and 
^^ more, and we be filled with the fruits 
" of righteoufnefs ;" thofe moft pure and 
moft excellent fruits, which the feeds 
God hath fown in our hearts, are capa- 
ble of producing, and which yield the 
harveft of true peace and glory and joy. 



"^ 
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Let 



fif DISCOURSE I^« 

Let us therefore *^ hunger and thirft 
^f after righteoufnpfs ;" let it be our moft 
pleaiipg fooc} and pourifhoient to do the 
will of God* and to follow i( thrqugh all 
the paths of yighteoufnefs and virtue. 
Then we (hall regularly and progreffively 
go ox\ towards perfedion, " reaching forth 
** unto thofe things which are beforCj^ 
** and prefling towards the mark for the 
^* prize of the high calling of God in 
*^ Ch^-ift Jefus," who hath uttered abun-: 
dant blcffings in our favour ; as " Bleffed 
^^ are — and muft be^-thofe who hunge^ 
** and thirft after righteoufnefs, for they 
*• Jhall bcT— and they only can h^Trfill^d."' 
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St. Matt. v. 7. 



J5LESSED ARE THE MERCIFUL; FOR 
THEY SHALL OpTAIN MERCT. 



THE virtue or peculiar exertions 
to which Chrift in this his di- 
vine difcourfe hath annexed 
their refpeftivc bleffings, are fuited to any 
and to every rank and degree df moral 
religious creatures. But that particular 
virtue^ which is beatified in the text, is 
what the needs of focial life more gene^ 

F4 rally 
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rally demand^ and is not only a moft f^U 
able qi|al;ty in the human^ but even iq 
the divine nature. Without mercy in the 
divine nature, naan would be utterly un- 
done and loft, Ho^ ^9^^ ^^^ ^^^^{ 
erroneous, finning creature look up to- 
wards the throne of the infinite, all- 
feeing Creator, if his attributes of per^? 
fed: knowledge and perfedt juftice, we^-e 
pot alfo accompanied with that of mercy ? 
ppw, amidft the clafji of pai^pns and op- 

4 

pofition^ of intere^, cpvil4 tih^ (ppi^l lif? 
pf reafonable creatures be ma^e toler- 
able, much lefs comfortable, had they not 
the kindred yirti^e to ^tx\ wsfft ano- 
thsr*§ favour,^-!;^ heal d^fprd^Jis, to re- 
paif breaches, and tP ??«ev lihe mter- 
poUf^ of huoiar^ity aii4 frieniiWiip pne 
lyi^l pnftther ? 9tit ** tl^cre i^ t^^cj, with 
**' Gftd," atia ^' therefpre fliould He be 
*^r fein:e4," pr adored, with ^ ipoixt.iire of 

f$a^er?Atial piety a»d Ipyc by i»ajpu . AritJ 

moft 
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inof^ adorable is bU goodnefs^ iai4u> liath 
Ipppinted the only method of obtaining 
piercy from hiipfelf, to be the prewou$ 
pi:a<3:ice of raercy to one anQther between 
])is accountable creatures ;-*-^hiQ made 
inutual and reciprocal j^indii^fs between 
them to be the furcft means of pleafing 
j^im, and fo eonnedted our prefent with 
our future b*ppinefs^ And moft true i$ 
iHe declaratioQ of his belftved Son, .that 
s^ hle0ed ate t^e merciful,*' even in exert- 
ing th^t quality one tQwards another ; and 
gipft kind an4 gracious tfee reaipa h^ has 
fi;irther given for it, whXd^ e3f te^ds to the 
\^hole of the exiftence pf tb? rational 
preature, and enlarges the blpfliflgs; 
^* Blefled are fuch ; for they ihall obtain 
?^ mercy ;" from the all-merciful Goyer- 
nor, and all-knowing Judge; of t|ie \vht 
telligent account^b][e creation. 
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Mercy is moft eminently, or above alt 
otiicrs, a Chriftian virtue. And Chrift is 
the only lavrgiver, who made it an efpe- 
cial part of duty j — the only teacher who 
taught it fo to his difciples, as to let themi 
know that without it they could not be his 
real difciples j — the only inftruftor, >vho 
fhewed men plainly and ihconteftably, in 
what the true dignity of their nature con- 
jfifts, and that true bravery and worth of 
ibul is more illuftrioufly difplayed in 
compaffion, in condefcciifion, and mercy, 
than in a warmth of temper which will hf} 
cooled only by the fuiFerings of others, or 
a fenfe of honor which commits havocl^ 
in its own fupport. 

One of the fuperior excellencies of the 
Chriftian Revelation confifts in the cer- 
tainty it hath afforded mankind, that it 
hath been, and will be the eternal will of 
the Deity, to fhew mercy to his frail, fal- 
lible. 
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lible, erroneous creatures. This is a moft 
important point for man to know^ and no 
point appears there with greater perfpi- 
cuity and luftre. The ftrongeft declara- 
tions are made, to ftrike it deep into the 
underftandings of rational creatures ; th^ 
moft tender images are employed to im- 
print it ftrong on their imaginations ; it 
is every where defcribed as a glory which 
crowns the glories of God ; and every 
where injoined as a virtue, which muft 
crown what other virtues a human crea- 
ture has, or atone for his deficiency in 
thofe virtues, which he Jias not cherifhed 
or cultivated in himfelf. 

To be more particular, vr6 will view 
mercy, ift. As blefled in itfelf, enjoy- 
ing great degrees of fatisfadlion and hap- 
pinefs in being employed on proper oc- 
caiiops, even in the prefent life, ,2dly, 
Bleffcd further, in being declared a re- 

quifite 
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quifite and diredt means of obtaining 
mercy from God^ and the enjoyment of 
future never-ending happinefs and glory. 

I . The temper truly merciful, or when 
the exertion of mercy is becpme eafy and 
natural, becaufe habitual to it, from prin- 
ciple, jfirom ferious religious convidtioi^ 
yields numberlefs fatisfa£tions to its pof^ 
fcffors, preferves a calmnefs and fercnity 
of mind, and fuffers no provocations or 
injuries to make lafting or hurtful imprcf-^ 
fions upon it. Injuries unprovoked or un-^ 
deferved, (and fuch too often are given, 
amidft the hurry and clafh of worldly 
tranfadlions) firft call for its ufe, teach 
and inure it to true patience and greatnefs 
of foul, which alfo foften and fmooth the 
temper for all other occurrence? of life, 
and render the merciful man not only 
happy in himfelf, but the caufe of num-r 
fyerlefs fatisfadlions and pleafures to all 

that 
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that afe placed near Kim, and to all that at 
any time coitie within his reach • It not only 
renders his outward deportment inofFen- 
five and pfcafing, but gives grace and dig- 
nity to Ms very Words • The words of 
aftual foi-givenefs are always fuch, but 
the force of habit, even when immediate 
forgivenefs is not the pomt, feafons every 
thirig that comes forth from his mouth 
with difcretion and kindnefs. 

But the amiablenefs of this temjJef, 
appears ftrongefl from a contraft with its 
oppofite. Nothing commends fo ttixich 
the liierciful, as placing the unmerciful by 
him, and viewing both. Our Lord and 
Mafter hath done it for us in a^ moA 
^lain and affe<5ting parable. A perjfbn of 
opulence, who was obliged to entrtrft fc- 
veral perfons with the management of his 
afiairs, had fommoned them to a ikiv ac- 
count an(i hd^znce. The firft who' w^as 

brought 
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brought to reckon, turned out fadly in 
debt to his lord, no lefs, for inflance, 
than ten thoufand talents, which he had 
knavifhly embezzled* Juftice called for 
pa3rment, and to. make it, himfelf, Jiis 
wife, his children, mufl be fold for ilaves, 
and what fubftance he had mufl be con-^ 
verted to the fame ufe* Thus doomed to 
a juft compenfation, he threw himfelf at 
the feet of his lord, embraced his knees, 
and eagerly begged for mercy and a remif- 
fion of the penalty* The lord was moved 
with compaffion, loved him, and forgave 
the debt* No fooner was he difcharged, 
than he met with a fellow-fervant, who 
owed him a trifling debt, one hundred 
pence; he laid hands on him, caught him 
even by the throat, though implored to 
be patient and indulgent, was unmerci-. 
fully deaf, hurries him away to prifon, 
and left him there to languifh and pine 
away. Such rigour and brutality of tem- 
per 
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per who would not punifh that coukl? 
Mercy to fuch an one would be an injuf* 
tice to human nature. • The fpedlators 
moved and afFe<3:ed with it, reported him 
juftly to his kind forgiving lord, who 
after, reprefenting to him the enormity 
of fuch a procedure, awarded him to the 
penalties he had juftly deferved, aiad de- 
livered him over to the tormentors ; not 
becaufe he was his debtor, but becaufe a 

debtor himfelf, he was unrelenting and void 
of compaflion to others ; would take ad- 
vantage of mercy, but' would not Ihew it 
in a trifle to a fellow-creature. Every 
temper that will not ftrive after the habit 
of mercy, is liable to commit fome fuch 
brutijCb a6ts ; and though not fo flagrant 
in their nature as this of the parable, yet 
fufficient to lead him into numberlefs 
evils, and blot out all his title to mercy 
and forgivenefs when his own neceflities 
require them moft. 

SucE' 



v-r 
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Such fcenes, without confidering con- 
fequences, muft teach the rational creature 
a high regard fof mercy. They would 
tnake him^ one would think, mbft feri- 
oufly and fteadily to refolve, never to be 
guilty of rigour, to forfwear impatience 
of temper, and give the eternal preference 
to mercy in his own breaft, over any other 
fatisfadlion, any private intereft, or world- 
ly advantage : and would he here change 
names, and place himfelf as a finful crea- 
ture in the room of that fervant to whom 
the Almighty Judge, his fupreme Lord is 
ready to forgive fo vaft a debt, he would, 
foon be convinced how kind, and tender- 
hearted hi muft be to his fellow-fervants, 
to his leHow-creatures ; and how inflexi- 
bly he muft adhere to mercy, in all the 
tranfadtions of his own life, as he expe<£l» 
or would receive it from his God, 



Every 



Every virtue is interwoven, is conne&ed 
ivith every other. And as plainlyi w6 
canfipt be fincere Chriftiaiis without being 
merciful to our fdlow-icreatures, when 
thqr ftand in need of our mercy, fo neither 
can' we be good naiennber^ of fociety with- 
out itii fianiflx mercy from the world, arid 
it would foofl be a fcene of oppreffion^ 
confufion and flaughter. It is the grand 
coacem of every individual to attend to 

m 

its dictates when acting for himfblf, or ' 
when peribnally provoked or injured. 
When he adls indeed in the concerns of 
others, or in a public capacity, (as magi-* 
Urates and judges there mufl be in fociety,) 
private mercy mufl: then give way in his 
coniiderations, and to do juflice muil then 
be his aim, leaft.in being partially merci- 
ful to one, he becomes unjufl to thoufands. 
The individual perfon who does not ihew 
mercy in his private concerns, hath no rea- 
fon to hope it from his God. But in 

G public 
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public injuries, no one perfon, but thc= 
whole community is a party againft the 

offender, and mercy there is only to be 
guided by the public laws- of that com- 
munity. The Chpiflian virtues delivered 
in the Gofpel are entirely diftinS: from 
the public pain^ and penalties deviied to 
keep rogues and villains in awe ; they are 
calculated to preferve private virtue, on 
which the public is built, and not to coun- 
tenance or refcue the fubtle knave deteAed^ 
the public robber,, the afTaflin or mur-» 
dcrer. 



The laW^ of God require judgment iA 
princes,, juftice from judges, and from 
cvexy individual in their private capacity 
mercy, kindnefs and compaifion one to 
another. And were there no iavage, boif- 
terous, cruel temper's in private life, the 
public laws of a fociety, would foon bc- 
<x>mc obfolete and ufelefs j were every per- 

foff 
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fon truly merciful^ blei&d would be the 
worlds and blefled be cytty peribn* But 
as we live amongft fin and foUj, amongft' 
tares and purfiut ^ that fevefely try and are 
daily putting our tempers to the teft» it 
behoves each of us apsuh:^ daily to remem* 
ber that 'we are Chriflians^ that we have 
duty to diicharge^ and are only by iti pro-* 
pdr difcharge to be happy; and conie- 
quently to be merciful on all occafions; 
to one another, finde God and Chrift have 
decilired this.-^II. Secondly^ to be a itqui-^ 
fite and dird£t means of obtaining miercy; 
the pardon of out fins^ and a reniiittance of 
the puai(hments diey deferve faereaften 

Our BleiTed Saviour h^€M>li£hed this 
}n feveral plain and explicit pteq^pts. There 
is no one point he hath laboured more^ 
ndr more frequently inculcated. He hafib 
declared it Uefled in itfelf, and blefTed in 
its confequence : he hath do&e more, he 

Oz hath 
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hath enjobxed every inQiidi to pronounce 
it daily as an acknowledged coadxtiQU^. x» 
which it prays &r and in>ploces mercy for 
itfclf from God.*-»-«^** Forgive us oar 
^^ trefpafies, thoa our Fada^t wh& art ia 
^^ heavea, us we forgive thc^ who tref- 
^^ paft againft us/'— ^^newonld beia-^ 
clingd to think -after this^ that no crtael^ 
uftfclenting, unforgitifig^iiiper ^co^id be 
left in theChfiftian world .^ One would 
think that &If-interefl> £elf-prefarvatioti> 
would of themfelves render xnankiad ha-^ 
bitually^ imiaterfuptedly gocd; But men 
in iheir private setirements^ and their pab« 
lie occupations :aud araui£aia3its». aae quite 
different creatures. And mutual forgive- 
ness, which ought to he their public em-r 
ployment, is too much hecome the inere 
^mufement of ^the cloieii. . 



But all fa$£ms are doncerned to know^. 
fisid no Chriilkn can be ignorant of^ or 
' ' miftake 
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miftake the will of God in this point £0 
plainly and openly declared. His will pub- 
lifhed in the laws and precepts of the Gof- 
pcl fhould have more influence over us, 
than the fantaftic imaginary laws of what 
is ftiled H(mour, which are written and 
delivered no where, but only caught like 
an infedion from breath to breath. There 
is, there can be no true honour, but in 

adting or fuffering with virtue. And 
whatever may be reprefented as largenefs 
of fpirit and fortitude of mind here below, 
yet there can be noxie in deliberate rcfent- 
ment or revenge ; fince expeyrieace fooa 
convinceth, that ** Bleffed only are the 
^* merciful," that they a^lone (hall obtaia 
mercy from God ; .or in o:ther words, and 
another pertinent declaration of our Lord 
and Mailer, *'* Jf yom forgive not men their 
trefpaflfes^ neither will your Father 
which is ii> heaven forgive you." — En- 
able us, O God, fo efFedtually to/emember 

if; as cffedually to do ij. 

G 3 PIS. 
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St. Matx. .v. 8. 

;blessed are the pure in hearT;: 
for they shaxl see God. 



AS to etcih parficularljranch of vir- 
tue its Aiitable kind of reward 
is here annejced by Ghrift — fo to 
i** purity pf he^t,'* that beatific ,rccom- 
pence is promifed, which only 4;hey ^hast 
arc thus pure can perceive or enjoys — an 
adual view of the glories of , the Deity, 
4nd a near approach to his very throne ^ 
i^ JBleiTed are the pure in heart : for they 

G4 '' fliaU 
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" ihall fee God." Holy Writ is cvcfy 
where uniform and confiftent with itfelf. 

^When the Royal Pfidmift, in that 

beautiful compofition the xvth Pfalm^ had 
put the queftion, wh6 was to '* abide in 
** the tabernacle of the Lord,— who to 

'* dwell on his holy hill ?" His an- 

fwer is: *^ He that walketh uprightly, 

'* andworkethrighteoufnefs^andfpeaketh 
f ^ the truth from his heart f — ^fince pu- 
rity of heart is the foundeft origin of 
truth, and righteoufnefs, and integrity of 
foul. Again, in the xxivthr-he is *' to 
** receive blefllngs from the Lord, to af- 
^* cend the hill of his heavenly Siop, and 
♦* to ftand in bis holy placoT^whofe hands 
^^ are clean, whofe heart is pure, who 
'* hath not lift up hi& mind unto vanity, 
^* nor fworn to deceive his neighbour/'*^ 
The Author of the Epiftle to the He- 
brews conHTiands thofe he addreileth, to 
t* follow that holinefs" which is the re- 

fult 
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|ult of purity of hearty and ^^ without 
f^ which no man' fhall fee the Inrord/' — So 
^kewife^Blefled our I^ord and Mafter dt^ 
Clares they are, and fhall eternally be. 

The htnnan heart is generally mentioned 
t>y alt moralifts and divines, as the inward 
feat of the principles, affections, and paf- 
fions of the rational creature. From it 
the words and outward afts derive their 
coorfe, their nature and fignificance. The 
heart therefore muft be right, and found, 
and pure, before the words and ad:ions can 
be fo. If the treafure there laid up he 
good, good things will regularly proceed 
from it ^ if it be evil, evil things wilj 
^Ifo marufeft themfelyes without. In anp-? 
ther paflage our Saviour hath with greaf 
propriety and energy refembled the human 
heart and adtions to a tree and its fruit. 
The heart muft be pure, that the adions 
inay be dfo pure« But then it is the pu- 
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rity of the latter, which exhibits and 
ihews to outward fenfe' the purity of the 
former; for fo the tree is judged and 
known by the fruit it prpduceth. That is 
^* the good tree," and that alone, " which 

V bringeth forth good fruit :" That, 

jvhich Ivingetji for^h evil fruit, or none 
at all, is iiidifputably ba4. 

.One thing indeed nuift be obfcrved'^— 
chat wc cannot always fo certainly pro* 
nouncc of tbe human heart from the out* 
ward ads, as we can of the natural tree 
from its fruit. The j|attcr is a clear and 
adequate objeft of our outward fenfes ; its 
lize, and colour, and tafte, caraiot be dif- 
guifed. But one bad quality, of whidh 
the human heart is capable, gives fomcr 
times that appearance and colouring tp its 
fruits, which may delude us into a judg-. 
ment that the heart is found and pure, 
wiien the revexfe may be the truth. This 

bad 
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%ad quality is diffimulation or hypocrify. 
By a dexterity at applying this vile arti-:' 
fice bad men may wear the fair appear-^ 
ance and a rotten heart n^ay be pronounced 
to be founds and noble, and public. But 
then that heart knows nothing of, and 
(annot reap the blefling promiied in the 
text. For not to thofe who feem or would 

% 

appear, bijt to thoie who intriniically and 
really ^f zip pure in heart,'" is promifed by 
Chrift the beatific ytfiofi. 

The importimt truth conveyed in the 
text,— that the ^^ pure in heart", are blefled 
In their purity, and that its future reward 
ihall be the fight of God, ajid ]the nearer 
ccmtemplation pf hi$ glofie$ and perfec-* 
tions— requireth little proof; fince no oije,. 
|hat hath confidered the nature of the 
Peity, can b^ ignorant that purity is his 
great perfediion, and that his favour will be 
l)eiJ:owe^ pn none, yrho do not refcmbk?, 

at 
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at leaft endeavour to tc&mhle Him. Thof« 
muft be ** like him," in proportion to 
their nature and degree, who would ** lee 
** him as He i^/^-^-^eathroned in faappi^ 
ncfs and glory.— ^The difficulty ig, to 
ftrike a convi^ion of ^his truth into tho{0 
who(fe hearts are foul and impiare. Such 
perfons are apt to fori6 ^ foothing no^n 
of the all-extenfiye mercy of the Deity,- 
if at any leifurc hour they beftow a thought 
upon him, and fo Jofe, or ftrivc to lofe 
the apprehenfions of his righteoufnefs and 
^uflice in a more quieting apd Raftering 
pojxceptiosi. 

To point out their felf-dclufion to^ fbeh, 
and to confirm the pui»e in ihtir own p^^ 
rity of hearfe—Tinfuperahle arguments may 
he aliedgcd to prove^^-^hat the i/npure^ as 
they have not the pronaife, {o neither^ 
were the reward of the text graciously 
j^t^irdcd to them, ar* thxff Capable of en- 
joying 



'% 
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jofKBg that happineife and glory, which is 
incluiled in thephrafc of ^' feeing God*" 



All who are impure in heart, cannot 
be known by their fellow-creatures, be- 
cauife they arc not always able to diftin- 
gttifh pretence from truth, the apparent 
froih the real virtue. But the well-known 
and ivcr diftinguiftied impure are thofe, 
from wjiofe hearts, in our Mailer's dc- 
fcription of them, ^* proceed evil thoughts, 
^* murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 
** fklfe witncfs, blafphemies/' Such per- 
ifons, I fay, are moraUy incapable of fee* 
ing God, of feeing the glory of heaven 
knd of the divine nature, with any &niQ 
of fatisfadtion and complacence. 

• Stippofe the pcrfon of " evil iJhoughts," 
\vhofe heart is the feat of habitual envy 
and malice, caught up like St. Paul to 
the third heaven, with thofe paffions hot 

and 



Hr 
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and glbwlog within ;— What could he meet 
with there, to infufeanyjpy ifito his heartj 
or fatisfy the defires of his fteeled obdu- 
rate temper ?^ It is the view bffdffbw, 

and painjt and diftref^ that gives him plea^ 
fare, and no fuch things are to be found 
near the great fource and fountain of peace 
and joy. The miidnefs and ferenityof thoft 
blifsful regions couM only give fuch % vio- 
lence and edge to his own gloomy pailionsi 
as would render even heaven iti^lf a hell to 
him, and make hinrmoftexquiiitelywretch* 
ed till banifhed from thence; though toper-^ 
petual wretchednefs every wher^, his own 
paflions naturally bias and condemn* him; 
We always find tl:^t fuch foul tempers are 
ever unhappy, and cannot difguiie it, when 
they happen to fall aihongft the hiappie/ 
parts of their own fpecies. They con- 
Jftantly fly from fcencsof peace and conu 
fort ; and the bounty of heaven in what- 
evei: manner difplayed in their fellow- 

cfeaturesy 
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creatures, gives them eternal di£^uiet and 
vexation. 



Suppofe the fordid avaricious temper in 

the fame fituation, or whoie god is his 

gold, and on that alone all his cares an4 

wifhes are intently fixed ; ■ W hat reHfll 

* would the foul with but one idea, that of 

. gain, perceive amidft the views of the un- 

meafurable bounty and beneficence of the 

Deity ? The throne of God perhaps might 

draw his admiration or excite his defire ; 

the confummate dignity of Him who fat 

thereon could not. Larger and more large, 

and not more and more contracted, muft 

that heart grow, which can exult in the 

prefence of Him, ** who is good to all ;** 

who, in the poetic ftile of David, but 

^* openeth his hand and filleth all things 

** living with plenteoufnefs." 



He, 
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He, whcfe hands have been cmbrue^ 
in the flaughter of an innocent fellow- 
creature, if caught up into heaven, muft 
feel even horrors there, at the fight of the 
Cod he had offended, and that £bal in 
^is prefence, which he had villainouily 
diflodgcd . from its earthly manfion.~— ^ 
The debauchee or adulterer, have likewiie 
no perception^ and can have no rdiih^ 
immerfed as they are in brutiith pleafiires, 
of the refined, intelledtual enjoyments of 
the bleflfcd. The paradiic of a fenfuaJ 
voluptuous Mahomet would fuit tliem bet- 
ter than the prefence of the God of or-^ 
4er and virtue.— —How could the hard- 
liearted tyrant behold them crowding in 
the pTpfciKe of God, whofe properties 
and lives he himfelf had wantonly viplated ? 
•—With what inward remorfe, what ftings 
to his foul muft the faborned and perjured 
evidence behold thofe, whom he had fa 
grofsly injured on earth ?*-^And he, whofe 

mouth 
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lliouth hath been habitually full of blaf- 
phemies in ncgard to the Deity, and exe- 
crations on his fellow-creatures^ would 
find moid uncomfortable fociety amongft 
x:herubs and feraphs, and the fouls of juft 
men made perfe<iti ' . 

tiov^ much therefofie does it cbncerh 
accountable creatures to preferve the pii- 

» 

rity of their hearts upon earth • oi" if they 
have hitherto not fa lived, to be made cleaii 
and purcj before th^ depart to another 
world ? How dreadful muft be the ftate 
of thofc, who after having wallowed in 
impurities here, die at laft hardenQd and 
impenitent, the vitiated Ibul ftill hanker- 
ing after its inordinate pleafures, or forry 
£)nly that it cJan no lt)nger fin; Sincere 
eontrition will, it is true^ atone : but what 
contrition is really and effedually fincere, 
God only fees and knows. Men, it is true, 
then know it uppn earth, whqn an adual 

H and 
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and open reformation follows it, and i 
vifible return is made into thofe roads 
of purity and virtue^ from which they 
once had ftraycd. It caufeth joy on 
earth, and ** joy in heaven," when ^^ the 
•* loft fheep returns to his proper fold." 
But uninterrupted tranquillity and plea-' 
fure is their portion, '* who need no fuch 
^^ repentance j" who are *^ pure in heart," 
becaufe their labour hath been diligent to 
preierve it from pollution and taint^ and 
who& ears have ever been deaf to the fug- 
geftions of vice ; which on its approach 
yields the appejirance of pleafure and de*- 
lighty but once pafled by, is all foulnefs, 
deteftation, and horror. 

i"^* Knowing the terrors of the Lord, we 
'^ fhould endeavour to perfuade men ;"— 
to perfuade them to keep their confciences 
** clear of every oflfencc;"' and £6 prefervc^ 
them from the gnawings of '^ that worm 

'^ which 
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** which never dieth," from t^ie torture 
of that ** fire which never is quenched/' 
Habitual purity of heart is the furefl me- 
thod of effedtuating this. But fuch ha- 
bitual purity can only be fupported by 
conftant attention, and an unwearied re- 
iiftance of the afTaults and temptations of 
fin. Men fhoulcj confider confequences, 
and extend their deliberations towards fu- 
turity. Their own reafon then might 
prefefve their virtue and preferve their 
fubftantial welfare. But as the procefs 
and operation of reason is flow and f<;^ 
date, though certain God, hath provided 
quicker aids for virtue in his own revela- 
tion. Chrift declares explicitly who are 
the curfed and who the blefled. And the 
naind, which only liflens, muft imme- 
diately afiTent, and own that the very na- 
ture of things jnuft be changed, before 
his denunciations of either kind can be 
fuppofed groundlef^ pr delufive. And 

H 2 there- 
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therefore, the more we ftudy his religiorf, 
the more perfuafive motives, the llronger 
reafons do we find, to preferve our hearts 
immaculate, to keep ourfelves fpotlefs and 
^ndefiled in the prefent world. 

r 

^^ Know fe ndt,*' fays an Apoftle to the' 
Difciples of Chrift, ** that your bodies are 

"the Temple of the Lord?" Nay, 

mere philofophy found out, what God 
himfelf hath fince moft gradioufly declared 
to be. true, that He hath n6t upon earth 
a more delightful place than a pure foul? 
■ ^ ' ' ' ' ' I t is there> that the Holy Spirit chufes 
to refide, infufing ferenify and peace of 
which that heart is moft inwardly confci- 
ous, and which others judge of from the 
purity of its mouth, the innocence of its 
afts, and the whole courfe of its exterior 

' deportment, which is ever decent and in- 
offenfive, which never will do wrong or 

• corrupt another, and never will be cor- 
• I rupted 
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rupted itfelf . In the words of the Pfalmift, 
** he backbiteth not with his tongue, 
** doth no evil to his neighbour, taketh 
** up no reproach againfl him; in his eyes 
** a vile perfon is contemned, but he ho- 
** nours them that.fear the Lord." Thefe 
are outward proofs of inwurd purity ; fof 
fpch as is the fource, fuqh are the ftreams 
which iffue from it ; as is the tree, fuch 
are the fruits : as is the heart, fuch alfg 
>vill be the mouthy 



The pureft heart, it is true, bad thoughts 
may fometinjes aflault, and endeavour to 
gain a reception there, But difapproved, 
cenfure4 and rejed:ed, tjjey difappcar and 
leave no ftain behind ;— nay, wha:t i§ flipre,- 
they ferve to increafe and ftrengthen the 
habitual purity and integrity of it. But 
we fhould ever be on our guard^ - how 
once we entertain them ; jfince, if one be 
harboured, they follow one another in 

H 3 train. 
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traiil, and will without redoubled atten- 
tion and diligence burft forth into words 

and a6ts. The heart, which (lands firm 

againft the firft attack, is in no danger of 
lofing its integrity. For every refledtion 
on its own firmnefs confirms it more. 
Its own inward applaufe is the fweeteft 
praife to the foul ; and it moft intimately 
feels it, though it never boafts. All men 
were born for happincfs ; but the pure alone 
have, even in the prefent world, a ftrong 
and lively conviaiop of it, They have 
ample blefEngs in pofleflion, and much 
larger in hope and reverfion. They are 
*^ followers of God, as dear children^j" 

and go on from earth to heaven, ftiH 

.i 

^* purifying thcmfclvcs as he is pure," 
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St. Matt. v. 9, 

BLESSEP ARE THE P^ACE-MAKERS ; 

I 

FOR THEY SHALL BE CA^-LED ^^1 
CHILDREN OF GOD^ 



I'N the words now before us our Lor4 
and Mafter hath been pleafed to an- 
' not a very peculiar blcffing to a very 
peculiar quality in the human and rational 
condua. He hath declared <« the peace-.. 
" maker* to be bleffed," iwid hath given 
a fingular reafon for it, and which re-, 
quireth an immediate explication, ** for 

«4 "**? 
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** they fliall be called the children of 
*' God." 



Small benefit, without doubt, can ao* 

^ . . . 

crue from a bare name or title ; and it is 
evident here, that when Chrift affureth the 
peace-makers they fhall be ftiled in this 
manner, he promifeth to them the adlual 
polTejGSon of fome eminent and fubftantial 
blefling; that is, they fhall be called with 
the ftri(fteft propriety of truth, and fo, 
confequently, fhall receive the favour, pro- 
teftion, the parental encouragement, the 
glorious inheritance which God hath en-. 

« 

tailed upon his children. 

The dependants and fervants of God 

-all reafonablc creatures arc by the right 

of creation, but become and are regarded 

as his children, only by a difcharge of 

-duty and an obedience to his will. They 

are then worthy members oi his family ^ of 

that 
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i!tizt family which whether compleatlyjuf- 
tified in heaven, or proceeding along on 
parth in the proper paths which lead to 
juftification, is named of him ^ the univer- 
sal parent of truth, righteoufnefs, peace, 
and felicity. Such as *^ come unto God 
?* by Chrift," have farther another right, 
JDj which they become his children, name- 
ly, that of " adoption." This latter pri- 
vilege, thofe who had no title, or had for- 
feited their title to the firft, gained purely 
through the merits, through following 
the example, and conforming to the pre- 
cepts of the *' firft-born of God, his be- 
'5 loved Son." It is indeed a point of 
pure revelation; but the revelation of 
phrift hath difplayed every motive, and 
yielded every encouragement to make men 
good, and endear them ftill more to their 
great Creator and Parent. God is ftiled 
in his own Revelation, ^* the God of 
*' Peace ;" ojir blelTed Saviour, ^* the 

* ** Prinqe 
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^' Prince of Peace and Captain of our SaU 
^' vation." Thofe therefore who follow 
his example, and are truly, worthily, and 
confcientioufly makers of peace, have by 
virtue of the revealed promifes pf God, a 
iuft right to be ftiled the children of God^ 
and to enjoy all the bleffings which that 
^itle juftly merited, and duly fupported 
ponveys with it. 

For the Devil, or the author of all fin, 

and confequently of mifery, hath his chil- 
dren alfo among accountable beings, and 
^* children accurfed they are." Chrift de- 
clared without referve to a fet of perverfe, 
mifchievous men, ** Ye are of your fa- 
*' ther the Devil, and the lufts of your 
^* father you will do." He was a mur- 
derer, a liar, a caluminiator from the be- 
ginning. From him came diforder and 
tumult firft among the moral creation of 
God. Thofe therefore wh(J will confound 

the 



the peace and harmony of the moral world 
by fuch pradtices, refemble him, and are 
juftly filled his children, and like him they 
muft be wretched. By their works they 
are always known. His reign is vifible in 
the children of difobedience. ** In this" 
fays St. John, '* the children of God are 
f* manifeft and the children of the Devil. 
f * Whofoever doth not righteoufncfs is not 

?' of God : neither he that loveth not his 
?* brother/' 



But our attention is to be recalled, and 
pur approbation to be fixed on better cha- 
rafters, on better children, and an infi- 
nitely more amiable Parent j and we are 
to learn by convidtion, how lovely and 
how godlike a charadter that of the Chrif- 
tian peace-maker is, and how productive 
of bleflings to its owner. 

This 
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This charadter therefore, like all othere 
which are. truly worthy and virtuous, muft 
be raifed by open activity and unabating 
practice. It muft manifeftly fpread peace 
and tranquillity abroad, and fo be blefle4 
in its deeds. 

Aftions iflue from and are directed by 
the mind, and the mind is diftinguifhed 
hy the principles on which apparently it; 
proceeds to a6t. In this cafe therefore the 
pacific principles muft reign within. Thofe 
principles muft be founded on reafon and 
a fenfe of duty, both which are necefTary 
to conftitute virtue and worth. 



Such a mind therefore muft neceflarily 
be at peace with itfelf. Its affedtions muft 
be calm, its paffions undifturbed, and the 
confcience quite eaiy and ferene. Where 
they are not fo, that mind muft fuffer 
within itfelf much tumult and diforder. 

Thefe 
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Thcfe will not long be pent up within the 
clofe precinds of the human bofom, but 
will, on the wings of boifterous and fer- 
mented paffions, break out into harfhnefs 
of language, and feverity of aAions, which 
neceflarily tend to breaches of perfonul, 
domeitic, focial, peace, and fo on to fin- 
ful a6ls which interrupt the harmony be- 
tween the divine and rational natures. 
" Within the wicked there is no peace," 
and fo their words and afts tend to con- 
found the peace of all within their reach. 

Habitual peace and tranquillity of mind 
arifing from a fenfe of duty, a true regard 
for goodnefs, and a confcientious obedience 
to the will of God, muft be the bafis, on 
which the outward virtue is to be eredted ; 
fince this latter is to be the means of 
gaining, and by this latter only can the 
blefling of peace-making be enjoyed. 

Such 
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Such an one therefore, to enable himfelf 
with the greater weight and influence to 
make peace amongft others, will firmly 
eftabliih and fecure it in his own family. 
There, whether afting in the conjugal^i 
parental, or filial chara^er, the whole of 
his deportment will be fmooth> eafy, in- 
finuating, obliging. All bitter jealoufies, 
all dark furmifes, all peeviflinefs of thought 
and expreffion will be kept at a diftancc ^ 
for by thefe is private pesace inadvertently 
or undefignedly embroiled, and ** a little 
" matter often kindles a great flame." In 
that houfe brethren will dwell together in 
unity. ^^ A fight how good and pleafant 
*^ to behold !" When peace taking its rife 
from the head, defcends progrefllvely in 
bleffings on all the members of that fa- 
mily, preferving theni clean from every 
taint which mars the peace of life, or the 
inward peace of mind, and diflfufing the 
fragrant favour of love and benevolence 

amongft 
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aniongfl all who (land neaf^ it is like the 
precious liquid ointment poured upon 
Aaron's head, which whenever he moved, 
trickled gradually down, arid gave an ato- 
matic fcent even to the very fkirts of his 
garment* 

When fufpicions have chagrined their 
minds and open breaches of peace fall out 
amongft his neighbours, fuch an one by 
hi^ oWn principles will be inclined, and 
tn^y on his own acknowledged charafter 
with dignity interpofc. He will mildly 
reprcfent the damages which probably will 
enfiic ; he will footh and calm alternately 
the foured fermenting paffions of the 
parties ; Jic will gradually bend them to 
one another^ unwearied till a reconcilia- 
tion be obtained, and peace reflourifli be- 
tween them. Blefled in his own con- 
dud, even though perhaps it may not fuc- 
ceed; but more blefled, becaufe blefling 

others. 
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Others, if his labour of love be fuccefsful> 
and the refult be peace. 

The foul of the peace-maker mull: be 
a6tuated with univerfal charity and bene-* 
volence. His every word and aft muft 
manifeft it to others ; he will not " vaunt 
'• himfelf/' becaufe that raifeth perfonal 
diftafte; he will not " be puffed up/' be-* 
caufe that raifeth contempt ; he will not 
** behave himfelfunfeemly," becaufe that 
produceth indignation; he will " not 
" eagerly feek his own honour or advan* 
" tage," becaufe that yields fufpicions of 
felfifh defigns ; he will " not be eafily 
** provoked," becaufe that will confound 
his own inward peace ; will " think no 
" evil, will not rejoice in iniquity, but 
^* in the truth ;" — that is, when he has re^ 
duced others to a right Chriftian behavi^ 
our, and made mutual peace and harmony 

revivo 
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revive amongft his Neighbour's upon truly 
Chriftian and forgiving principles. 

But here vte muft follow the ehafadler, 
and fee it aiding in more public life^ or as 
its owner is a member of a civil commu- 
nity. Here far from engaging in fadion^ 
or joining in cabals for particular interefts 
in prejudice to the public, he will bear 
even perfonal injuries without repining or 
difcontent, for the benefit of numbers, foif 
the fervice of his country. He will teach 
others, will perfuade others to do the 
fame. He will damp, not fpread^ the whif- 
pcrs or murmurs of difcontent, in order 
to raife the refentments of felloW^citizens 
againft ^ne another* He will ftrive to 
cool the heats that are raifed by tools of 
fadtion or party-incendiaries. He will 
never argue that from the want of fucccfs 
the intention of his fuperiors was bad, but 
ff oxu the goodnefs of the intention, which 

I without 
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without irrefragable proof to the contrary^, 
he will ever fupport, will inculcate a pa- 
tient and gentle acquiefcence. He will 
fet a pattern to others, and ftir them up 
by his wordsy his a(ftions, his whole be- 
haviour, to be worthy and commendable 
members of that fociety. He will ** pray 
" for the peace of his own Jerufalem, and 
^' that they may profper who love her.*' 
He will fear God, love the brotherhood, 
honour the king, duly and confcientioufly 
paying tribute to whom tribute is due, 
fear to whom fear, honour. to whom ho- 
nour. He who does this, though his in- 
viting honeft example may not be copied, 

.by thofe whom he fain would have to 
copy it, is yet in a public light the 
blefled peace-makpr, the true child of, 

, God, that King of Kings, and Lord of 
Lords. 



The 
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' The more fuch principles are cultivated 
and embraced, on the ftronger foundai^ 
tions are the public peace and profperity 
eftabliftied. The precepts of the Gofpel 
ai'e entirely calculated to cultivate them, 
and make reafonable accountable creatures, 
good agents in every fcene of private 
life, good members of fociety, good citi-- 
zens and good fubjedls. Such the God 
of peace and order knows and will regard* 
And thofe who kindle ftrife and conten* 
tion to fetisfy private refentments or pro-- 
mote private interefts, to vindicate opi* 
nions which award the preference to any 
individual or any fet of men, above the 
welfare of the whole, aft always with 
that fpleen and vehemence which fliews 
that peace is not their charafterftic, and 
that the pleafures which Chrift hath pro- 
mifed to his genuine difciples, have not a 
fufficicnt relifh, or raifed the proper efteem. 
in their conceptions* 

1 2 Unin^- 
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Uninterrupted peace of mind mull be 

his portion, who adheres to the pacific 

principles in all his adlions, and conforms 

to them in all the relations he fktnds in t<f 

his fellow-creatures. And as by this he 

is fecurely guarded from all immoral 

tranigreffions, from all breaches of the 
laws of God, he moves calmly on to t 

more refined enjoyment of that peace in 

another world, which he always loved and 

cultivated in this. But if the number of 

* 

fuch true fons of God is fo fnuill on earth, 
it muil: be owing, and is only cfwing to 
their wilful inattention to his commands^ 
and refufing to hearken tp the voice of 
God. 

Oh ! blefled Jefus, at thy birth, the 
angelic choirs proclaimed peace on earth, 
and good will amongft men. The end of 
thy coming was univerfal peace. Thy 
whole dodtrine, fufferings, life and death 
7 were 
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were defigned to fpread it abroad, to efta* 
blift the peace of man with God and with 
himfelf. But wilful wicked man has in- 
verted all, and made the intended peace 
to prove a very fword. For whence, but 
from a total difregard or inverfion of his 
laws, are fo many paflions yet indulged, 
which mar all the peace and harmony of 
private life, and bias numbers fo cordially 
to hate when they ought to love one 
another ? Whence elfe *' fuch wars and 
*^ fightings amongft," Chriftians in pri«- 
vate life, to the lofs of friendly inter* 
courfe and neighbourly beneificence ; in 
more public fcenes, to the lofs of mutual 
confidence, public truft, and an united 
endeavour after the good and welfare of 
the whole body ? Tumults, rapine, vio- 
lence, bloodihed, malice, unrelenting in^ 
fatiable revenge, are grown the notorious 
marks and diftinAions of Chriftians ? Of 
Chriftians truly who aggravate their fins 

J 3 by 
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by wearing at the fame time that amiable 
name, and deaf to the inftrudlions of their 
heavenly Father, do the lufts of him v^ho 
is the author of fin and mifery. 

To increafe the number of the true 
children of God,, v^e all know the me- 
thod. The fole difficulty lies iii effec- 
tually perfuading the praftice. This 
muft be begun and learned at home, be^ 
fore we can fhew or exemplify it abroad. 
And We muft ftudy^ muft clearly under- 
ftand, and love our religion before we can 
illuftrate it in our manners and lives. 
And yet this one fhort declaration of our 
Lord and Mafter, if received with a feri- 
ous convidtion, and digefted into words 
and a^iSj would moft highly amend the 
ftate of the world, and pour numberlefs 
comforts and bleffings iijto life. Each 
perfon might be happy in himfclf, by thus 
diligently conforming to it, even though 

the 
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the hurry of paffions in others might pre- 
vent his communicating or enlarging the 
bleflings* But him that *' foweth difcord 
*' among brethren the Lord hateth," and 
will punifh. But ^' let us follow after 
" the things which make for peace, fhew- 
*^ ing all meeknefs unto all men." Let 
us " feek the peace or the community 
^^ and the welfare of the people where- 
*^ unto we belong, fince in the peace 
*' thereof we then fhall have peace." And 
^* let us have peace with one another, for 
*' one is our Mafter, even'Chrift, and all 
** we are brethren." Bleffed if we are 
really fo, for then as the children of God, 
we deferve that title, and fhall be bleffed 
in it for ever and ever. 



I4 D I S- 
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St. Matt. v. io. 



BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PER* 
SECUTED FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS SAKE; 

FOR THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM Or 
HEAVEN. 



THE beatitude of the text is pro«> 
nounced by our Lord and MaA 
ter in this his divine difcouries 
to the good and virtuous^ in a peculiar 
but deplorable fituation— — When their 
Vf^ goodnefs excites the enmity and ha* 

tred 
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trcd of others, expofeth them to the fury 
of wanton or unjuft power, and makes 
theni fufFer thofe calamities, which are 

raifed by perfecution. Whatever they 

may^fufFer in the glorious caufe during the 
prefent life, will be abundantly overpaid 
with peace, and joy, and triumph in the 
next. For ** blefled are they which are 
. *^ perfecuted foj- righteoufaefs fake; for 
** theirs is the kingdom of heaven/' 

• Buf if blefled, eternally bleflTed will be 
they; who fufFer for the fake, or in the 
caufe of righteoufnefs, what muft be the 
fate of thofe, — and how bitter their 
curfe, — who are the authors and inflic- 

tors of thofe fufferings ? ^To thofe who 

are fo perfecuted Ghrifl every where, 
every vv^here his Apoftles, the whole doc- 
trine of Chriilranity, fhew ample retribu- 
tion to be laid up in flore, but no where 
in the facred volume it is faid that, 

« Blefled 



\- 
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^* Bleffed are they who perfecute." Such 
proceedings are by no means evangelical^ 

by no means Chriftian. — Such perfons are 
ftrangely and fatally deceived, if they 
think they are of the Chriftian fpirit. 

But the fubjedl leads us not at prefent, 
fo much to expofe the perfecutors in all 
their black and horrid colours, as to com- 
fort the fufFerers, and encourage them to 
proceed w^ith fteadinefs and refolution in 
the courfe that leads to eternal happinefs. 
Here patient continuance, here unabating, 
nay obftinate perfeverance is neceflary, is 
glorious, as the caufe of righteoufnefs 
muft never be abandoned. But what here 
concerns us moft, is certeinly to know 
what the caufe of righteoufnefs really is. 

". It is perfecution for that alone, to 

which the bleftings is promifed ; and if 
we miftake or err in our notions of that, 
^e may think we are perfecuted for righte-r 

oufuefs 
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cmfnefs lake, when perhaps we are only 
juft]y pumibed for being unrighteous^ and 
0iay iondly be expeAing that bleffing 
which is neither due nor promifed to us. 
■ I T he full and comprehenfive meaning 
of the word rigbteoufnefs (hall therefore 
be fettled and explained^*~and then we 
fhall fee to whom the promifed beatitude 

belongs^ and be properly encouraged and 
animated to deferve it. 

Bight iwjn^js^ then, is the knowledge of, 
and the clear and open pradice of all that 
is right I confequently of every moral, 
Chriftian, eternal virtue ; fuch as juflice, 
equity* fidelity, temperance, purity, and 
integrity, in regard to man;, the fame 
again in regard to the Deity, accompanied 
with piety, reverence, and the habit of 
paying him on all occafions the honour 
due unto his name, by prayer and thankf^^ 
giving worthily and religioufly performed ; 

for 
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for rigbteoufnefs^ in the Chriilian fen(tv 
ittclttdes two great and extenfive points of 
duty, both that which relates to the Deity, 
and that which relates to our fellow«-crea^ 
tures. And both muft be obierved and 
taken into the account ; and to inform our 
undedlandings^ bejrond fallacy or eiror^ 
what truly and really righteoufnefs is« 

The oppofites therefore to righteoufncls 
are all a(3:s of injuftice^ all iniquitous pro*- 
cedureSf all breaches of faith, all exer-- 
tion of bafe arts and treachery, all man- 
ner of debauchery and impurity, in regard 

ft 

to perfonal or fecial behaviour ; and im- 
piety in heart or nK)uth, irreverent demea- 
nor towards, and withholding from God 
thofe adts of outward worfhip which are 
duties by the law of reafon, and by hi^ 
efpecial laws enjoined. 



So 



\ 
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So clear and eafily to be diftinguifhed 
are all the modes of righteoufBcfs from 
thofe of unrighteoufnefs*. . And when on 
?iccount of flrift adherence to, * and a con- 
ftant intrepid obfervation of the former in 
life and aftion, we are made by the ini- 
quity or tyranny of our' fellow- creatures 
to fufFer any kind of calamities or afflic- 
tions, we then truly and aftually fufFer 
perfecution, and we are entitled to the 
blefling of the tQxU But when we fuffer 
for the latter, that blefling is none of 
ours; if we impute it to, or challenge it 
for ourfelves, we fantafl:ically and errone- 
oqfly deceive ourfelves. For then- we are 
not perfecuted, but are juflly and properly 
punifhed according to our demerits. 

There are not indeed any two words 
that differ more in their real meaning, 
than perfecution and punifhment. The 
latter ever implies fome previous offence, 

for 
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for the avenging of which, it ought to be 
exicrtedy and is therefore the operation c^ 
righteoufnefs and juftice. But' no previ- 
ous offence accompanies our notion of the 
former; — it is^ and is always rightly deem- 
ed the effedt of wanton power or tyrannic 
will^ which would gladly make men be 
the perfons they ought not to be, would, 
change them into ilaves to their fellow- 
creatures, inflead of being the obedient and 
confcientious fervants of their great Crea- 
tor. In fhort — ^it is the aim of perfecu- 
tion to make good men bad, of punifh- 
ment to make bad men good,— I fay, it is 
the aim. 



It is the former therefore, which is the 
cafe of diflrefs, that requires compaffion 
from fellow-creatures, and more imme- 
diately needs the aid and protedtion of 
heaven. They who are thus perfecuted, 
becaufe they have laid hold of righteouf- 
nefs, and fleadily and intrepidly adhere to 

the 
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Ac glcMiOiis cau&> may depend on thepra-* 
te&ion of tfie God of righteoufnefs^ who 
in this world will enable them to fufFer, and 
in the next will crown them for it with all 
^e bleflings of his celcftial kingdom. 

From the defcription of righteoufnefs 
already given, one would hardly, in the 
firft thoughts, deem it poflBblc, for men 
to perfccutc their fellow-creatures in fuch 
a caufe. But what ihame and difgrace to 
mankind is their own hiftory, through the 
whole feries of time, fince the world be- 
gan ? For what age, what period of time 
can be pointed out, where tyrants and the 
ions of violence have not wreaked their 
fury and malice upon the righteous and 
good, and doomed them to many calami** 
jties, to many tortures, to confifcations, 
exile and death itfelf ? All this, I fay, 
for pure, genuine, unibphifticated rigite-* 
oufnefs-^hQcznfc they could not aflcnt to 
Injurious or unrighteous opinions about 
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the divine nature; becauft they would 
hot violate thofc eternal rules of juftice, 
equity, and beneficence, which God efta- 
blifli^d for the honour and happinefs of 
the human ; becaufe they would not join 
with guilty men in guilty pradlices, in the 
proftitution of religion to worldly intereft, 
in oppreffing, blinding, and making mi- 
ferable their own fpecies* 

Moft wretched indeed is the cafe, when 
the fufFcrings of the righteous and good 
proceed from their being fuch, and thc^ 
own fuperior and diftinguifhing worth 
expofeth them to the fury of ungodly bi- 
gots, mercenary < hypocrites, or tyrannic 
mafters. Such perfecutions thwart the 
grand fchemes of Providence, arid caufe 
one great moft important . article of true 
and found religion to be queftioned by the 
fcrupulous, and ridiculed by the knavifh 
part of mankind : namely, that " Godli- 

K '' nefs 
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'* nefs hath the prpmiie of the prefent 
'^ life, a& well as of that which is to 
** com^/' 3ut— *that the iiitrepi41y and 
inflexibly good meet BOt with that peace 
and comfort 'm the prefent world which 
their own goodncfs i& naturally confti-* 
tuted to produce^ muft be imputed only 
to the more a(ftive and fiercer malice of 
their oppofites^ a^ing cither from a mo- 
tive of lucre, a rage after power, undif- 
cerning bigotry or blind fuperftitiori.-^-— 
That the moft worthy ibuls often are ren- 
dered mofl: miferable here is owing cer-> 
tainly to the voluntary bafenefs and depra- 
vation erf" their fellow-creatuf e$* The will 
of God planned comfort, and peace, and 
happinefs for rtgbteoufnefs in its every 
ftate : if then it meet not with them 
in the prefent, but naerely bccaufe it 
i« rtgbteoufnefs y fubjefts them to the 
efiefts of unrelenting malice, and blind 
cither atheiftical or fuperftitious fury— • 

Bleffed 
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Bl^ed hereafter fhall the fufferer^ be, 
and wo to thofe^ by whom thefc horrid 
fcandals, theie obftru^ions to the will 
of God/ are introduced into his moral 
Worldi 



The whole world indeed hath formed 
fuch notions of persecution in general, 
that even thofe who have been habituated 
to exercife it moft feverely difclaim the 
thing, and veil it over with fome fpecious 
name ; and even thofe who are moft j uftly 
and righteouily puniihed for their focial 
crimes, for their bafe imrjioralities, are 
apt to afFedt the garb and title of people 
perfecuted, to raife compaffion, and di- 
vert the attention of others from the fur- 
Vey of their perfonal crimes. The bloody 
inquifitor will pretend that he is no per- 
fccutor, that he is only a<5ting honeftly 
and fincerely in the caufe, and for the glory 

K2 of 
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of God. A fimilar cxcufe is ready iti th^ 
mouths 6f all who perfecate their fel- 
low-creatuf6s on religious accotints. But 
do they ever regard what Chrift hath faid 
about perfecution ? Do they ever refl^ 
whether thofe they perfecute are not really 
righteous, according to the laws and pre- 
cepts of Chrift, not indeed according to 
their own perveirfe and adulterated ienti-^ 
ments of his laws ? Do they ever try the 
fpirits of others, or their own fpirits, to 
judge candidly whether or no they are of 
God ? Is rigtheoufnefs, plain (imple righte^- 
Qufnefs either towards God or man, the 
point in view, the point they want to 
dtablifh ? The anfwer may be left to thofe 
who ftudy the will of our Lord and Maf-> 
tcr in his own Gofpel, ^nd the anfwet 
fuch will give, muft end in the ^bameand 
Gonfufion of all fuch Antichriftian agents^ 
were they any longer fenfible qf ihaoic* 

or 



»^ . ^ 
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or had any regard for righteoufnefs re^ 
maining. 

It is again the private intereft of per- 
ions punifhed for their crimes, to cry out 
ferfecution^ when they are only doomed 
to fuffer in the very cauiTe and fupport of 
righteoufnefs, agreeably to the divine, and 
in purfuance of human laws founded upon 
the divine, and when their adtions are 
manifeftly unrighteous, and tend to ba- 
nifli honefty, juftice, the peace and hap* 
pinefe of the good and peaceful from the 
{)refent world. Such fallacies fhould al« 
ways be detefted and expofed, and man- 
kind admonifhed, that as they cannot but 
perceive the vaft difference between virtue 
and vice ; fo, that he who fuffcrs legally, 
foraftions deftruftive of true righteouf- 
nefs, in which not only the divine but all 
moral focial duties are included, hath no 
claim at all to the merit of fufFerers by 
. ' K 3 perfecq- 
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perfccution — fo far from that, that all thip 
truly righteous and good, muft rejoice tq 
fee villainy detefted, as the fureft means 
to cauie righteo^fnefs, truth andjuAice 
%hc morp to flouriOi ^aiid ahoand* 

It is therefore in vaia that immoral proi^ 

fligate men fufiering for open ^St$ of 

pnormity, knaves and villains fufieting 

the juft refult of their cf imes, after detec* 

tion and proof pleajd perfecution^ and arr 

rogate to themfelves the bleifings of it j 

bleffings only promifed' and only due to 

fuiFcrings entirely undefervcd on the part 
pf the fuiferers, or who would not fuflFcr, 

would their confcience and their inherent 

goodnefs fuffcr them to join in unrightc-r 

pus pradtices, or to commit unrighteous 

ads. When an honeft truly religious foul 

will no( a& in fuch a manfier, as he knows 

both from reafon and revelation God will 

». ' - ♦ 

not apprpve j when he will not aiTent tq 

pnrighter 
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unrighteous notions of the Deity, any no- 
tions calculated to corrupt^ opprefs or 
plunder his fellow- creatures, under the 
falfe colour of giving glory Co God; when 
he will not be cruel or an enemy to his own 
fpecies, under a falfe pretence of piety^ 
nor violate the fecond great command-^ 
mentto fhew an injudicious, if not an hy- 
pocritical honour for the firft, nor bend 
and torture his profeffed attachment to 
the firft, to worldly, fchcmes, to the da- 
mage or pain, in any ihape, of his neigh- 
bour:: — if then malice or violence follow 
and plague him, perfecuted he is indeed, 
and bleffed will be for it j for then he 
fufFers becaufe he will not countenance, 
aid, or fpread unrigbt6oufnefs, ^nd bleffed 
muft he finally be in his fufferings. 

It is now that he . bravely follows the 
example of his Lord and Mafter, and per- 
jSfts a courageous foldier under the ban- 

K 4 ners 
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ncrs of the ^^ Captain of falvation/' JHe 
fuffers a^ he indured^ and therefore ihall 
certainly reign with him in his kingdom, 
the kingdom of heaven. He knows what 
right eoufnefs truly and really is, and there-r 
fore will iteadily adhere in it, ^t the ex-* 
pence of his prefent eafe, his j prefent 
fafety, or his neareft concerns ip tjie pre- 
fent life. 



It muft he further obferved, tjiat this 
declaration of Chrift, that <" Bleffedfhould 
'* be they who were perfecuted fpjr righte^ 
** oufiiefs fake," was mpft cppifortablq 
&nd encouraging to thpfe to )vhpm he firfl 
pronounced it. The fire of perfecufion 
iv^§ foon to be kindled upon them, an4 
after they had undergope it, . to make fa4 
havock for ages amongft the Jfincereft of 

his future difciples. That fire even yet 
is furioufly raging in many parts of even 
fljat which with a bitter feverity from its 

yegr 
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very title is called the Chriftian world. 

« 
Nominal Chriftians harrafs and torture 

ftill in many places his true difciples, be- 
caufe they wijl not be unrighteous, or 
2i<5t in fuch a mannejr as they know nei- 
ther God, nor the precepts pf Chiift allow. 
Our lot, it muft be owned with gratitude 
to the Deity, is fallen into a better ground. 
The powers pf this community wijl not 
perfecute themfelves, and will defend and 
flicker thofe who are perfecuted by others 
for righteoufnefs fake.-^-^— From perfecu- 
jions, I fay, which afFe<a the liberties, the 
fafety, the lives of the truly righteous we are 
clearly exempted. But from the paffions 
of boifterous and wicked men, which in 
private fcenes caufe leffer perfecutions, 
which too are inwardly and feverely felt, 
nothing can guard us but an univerfal ad^ 
Jierence to the pradlice of righteoufnefs. 
But that is too much to be hoped for in 
Ifhe prefent Jtranfitoiy ftate. We are only 

to 



•V 
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to be convinced and a£t ever upon the con* 
virion, that thofe who by any means are 
reduced to fuffer here in the caufe of 
righteoufnefs, rather than not to do their 
duty to God and their fellow-creatures, 
have an ample recompcnce in reverfion, 
whatever be their fate at prefent, are the 
true difciples of Chrift, the genuine Tons 
of God, and will be inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven • 



D I S- 
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St. Matt. v. ij, 

9lessed are ye when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you^ 

AND SHALL SAY ALL MANNER OF 
EVIL AGAINST YOU FALSLY FOl^ 
MY SAKE. 




H E general fcopc of this Beati-f 
tudc is pretty much the fame 
with that of the preceding. In 
the former the bleffed enjoyment of the 
kingdom of heaven is promifed to thofe 
who are perfecuted for righteoufhefs fake, 

as 
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as holding faft their integrity, and dif- 
daining to give up the caufe of virtue; 
in the prefent, bleffings are likewife pro- 
mifed to 'thofe who are perfenited fcjr the 
fake of Chrift, v^^ho as true and refolute 
difciples of their Mafter, adhere to his 
rules and precepts, however reviled, ca- 
lumniated ,awl heli^. by thejrunchriftian 
irreligious fellow-creatures. 

' •' ' ' ' ' * :f 

». . «. . . ... ■• 

• True Ghriftiahs, in fuch circumllanees, 

are exhorted by their Lard'ain'd Mafter'tiot 
to indulge their grief, or fall into a'ftate 
of dejedion and defpondency, but drithe 
contrary to ** rejoice and be exceeding 
^* glad," fince great he aflures, them, here- 
after, " will be their reward in heaven A 
He further for their chcouragement inti- 
niates to them; that fuch cafes are by no 
rneans new m the world, that fuch per- 
fecution of his true difciples can raile 
po wonder or ^fufprife in * thofei who 

e . 

know 
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know what always has befallen thofe per- 
fons who pradtifcd righteoufnefs amongft, 
and preached it up to a wicked and per- 
Vcrfe generation. The cafe of the pcrfe- 
cuted followers of Ghrift would be in na 
wife fingular, fince the world ferved his 
wife and good fore-runners in the fame 
ittanner, fo perfecuted the prophets which 
were before them. 



Such bafe and . ungenerous treatment 

I 

have Prophets, Apoftles, and all the truly 
ilnd diftinguifhedly worthy and good, at 

dvery period of time received from a de-^ 
generate world ; fometimes perfecuted even 
fo the death, but always reviled, tra- 
duced, and falfely and injurioufly repre- 

fented by perverfe and wicked men. Such 

« 

is now and will for ever be the portion 
of fuperior goodnefs ; and even where the 
public authority and power cannot be let 
lodfe to efFedl their banifhraent, their im- 

prifon- 
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priibmnent, or death/ yet the tongues o^ 
wicked men can never be bridled from 
venting their envy and malice upon them^ 
from making falfe inve£live$^ and forging 
lies to their prejudice. 

, As therefore perfecution in general, or 
perfecution in the extreme vsras the fub^ 
je£t of the lail: Beatitude, and to vrhich 
the kingdom of heaven was promifed, fo 
to fcveral other degrees of it are fuitablc 
recompences promifed in this by Chrift* 
True goodnefs, vilified, mifreprcicnted, 
ridiculed, is in a ftate of perfecution; 
a perfecution, to which many are fub- 
jedted through the irregular paffions of 
other perfons, which though it may not 
be able to afFeft their properties or their 
lives, yet wounds them in a more fcn- 
fible and delicate part, and expofeth 
therfi to fuch an intenfe degree of inward 
fuiFerings, as merits, and will obtain the 

pecu- 
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peculiar favour of the befl of Beings,—^ 
Thus, as wa& before obferved, were the 
Prophets of old — thus were the Apoftles 
— ^nd thus are true and worthy Chriftians 
perfecuted in this and every age. 

As for the Prophets of old, the Jewiih 
Hiftory, as recorded in the Old Teftament, 
affords us notorious proofs in what man- 
ner ^ they were treated by their injurious 
fellow-creatures . Their irreproachable 
lives became only matters of taunts and 
fcoffings to thofe amongft whom they were 
placed; their folemn addrefs to them to 
reform their manners ,were feldom re* 
garded ; or if hearkened to, heard only 
to be flighted ; and their denunciations of 
divine vengeance impending over wicked 
and profligate men, were only fcorned and 
ridiculed- The cafe was always the fame 
as defcribed by Stephen, iince *^ ftifF 
*^ necked and uncircumcifed in heart and 

'^ ears. 
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** ears, they always refifted the Holy 
** Ghoft ;'* and in doing this as their fa- 
thers fet the example, fo the children or 
the next fucceeding generation did always 
the fame. - Which of thofe Prophets was 
not perfecuted ? Which of them was not 
ridiculed, traduced, and even flain at laft, 

« 

*• who fhewed before the coming of the 
« Juft One ?" That Juji One himfelf, 
our Lord and Matter, received no better 
treatment. Every reproach, every word 
of obloquy and fpite was thrown out againft 
him, when he was faying fuch words as 
never man fpoke, when he was preaching 
the moft divine and beatifying religion. 
"** The Difciple is not above his Matter.'^ 
The firft Difciples therefore of Cbrift 
met v^ith the fame cruel treatment from 
the v/orld, as their Matter had done be- 
fore them. It is needlefs to mention how, 
and oh what occajSons. Thofe who arc 
converfant in the Scriptures know thefn 

all. 
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alL There they are recorded for our ad«> 
monition^ for our encouragement and eom^ 
ibrt^ to convince us again and again^ that 
when falfe imputations are laid to the ac« 
count of good and worthy men, however 
painful a fenfe of fuch prepofterofus treat- 
ment may be at firft^ yet when feriouily 
confidered, it is to them a matter of resd 
joy i fince as they 6kffet in imitation of 
Prophets and ApofUes, (b &ey (halt be 
rewarded in like manner with them. 

But to bring the purport of the text 
more home to ourfelves-'*— ^— It is the hap- 
pinefs of the comnfiunity of which we arc 
members, that no iet c^ turbulent men 
can arm the fecukr authority againili the 
meek, and peaceable, and good^ Here 
thi^ cannot kindle the fires of perfecation 
to gratify the pafliDns of anibition or re- 
venge. But the inferior perfectrtions of 
rtvilements, falfe repr^fentation^, and evil 

h fpeaking, 



fpeaking, which individual^ execute one 
jipoQ ; another, to the great lofs, of; har- 
mony and peacp in private life, can be 
prevented by ' no public law ; • and fuch 
•perfecutions will be noticed and felt in the 
3yorld, till every heiart obeys the. laws of 
-Chrifti and found religion be the: reign- 
ing principle and the ^^eonftant' guide of 
•every heart. - To fuch perfecutipns^there- 
fore, however hideout, in their naiture, and 
painful to be felt, the truly good ever are, 
and will be expofed. Thofe who really 
arcj irreproachable,, will have' reproaches 
thrown upon them./ Falfhood forged by 
the malice of on?, fhall be fpread by the 
impotence of tongue,^ and itch of defaraa- 
tiqn in another. \ Selfr-efteem m^kes.num- 
.bers-join in communicatiner wide the'falfe 
injurious ^[jharge, ~ tiiough merely to. pay a 
compliment to themfelves. Wit will fet 

-virtue in a ridiculous light, . merely for 

the 1 fake of amufement and ^recreation. 

*<**••.• . ••'. » •- '- • 

Ill-nature 
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lU-natUre from aldifFerent principle will 
propagate far and near, the mirthful con- 
ceit for a juft.defcription.---^— ^Thus cha-- 
rafters are inverted, and truth is deftroyed* 
They who obey their Lord and Mafter> 
who love the religion of. Chrift; and ftea- : 
dily praftife it becaufe they love it, fufFer 
all thefe . kinds. of perfecutibh for his fake/ 
For his fake are they falfely ifeviledi have 
all manner of feoffs, and reproaches, inju- 
rioufly thrown upon. them; a treatment 
which no human law, no la,w. capable of. 
execution -in the prefenf .world can hinder 
or amend, and which; only the great Judge 
of fouls can cenfure and punifh. • Decla- 
rations it is true he h'dth made to fupport 
and rejoice the hearts pf thofe who ever 
fufFer perfecution ; a perfecution to.wfiich: 
every neighbour can fubjedt his neigh-, 
hour, and with which nominal Chriflians 
daily .and hourly infult and abufe the true 
and fincere Difciples of Chrift* - 

L 2 So 
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So frequent an the inftaiiGes of tltdb 
private kinds of perfecutioo^ that little 
needs be faid in proof of the U&u In 
fome thc^ are raifed from a wanton, in 
others from a vindidtive fpirit* They are 
not merely the fcandals which difiering 
feds or parties rent againft one another, 
tiut what indifiduals of the very &me out- 
ward denomination largely pour forth 
againft their brethren* For moft iadly 
true it is, tha^ all are not true Chriftians 
in heart and fincerity, who are fi> in mouth 
and profeffion* And moft gratefully to 
he received are the gracious promifes of 
the beft of Being&«-^that ^' the curfe of 
^^ the wicked fhall finally become the 
** hleffing of the good ;" and that when 
they are ill-treated, ridiculed, and af- 
periied for more diflinguifhed or more con- 
fpicuoQS worth, for a fleadier and more 
refblute adherence to the divine laws, that 
then the cojifciottfhefs of their own hearts^ 

3 that 



/ 
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that they are clear of guilt and (hodld 
therefore be exempted from reproach^ 
open^ within them a laiting fund of com-* 
placence and joy^ and the lefs they are re- 
garded by their fellow-creatures^ fecures to 
them more abundantly the regard of their 
g^at Creator,— It muft further be ob- 
ferved-~that as the greater the rage of any 
perfecution, fo the fooner is it determined, 
becaule it cannot extend its fiury beyond 
theprefent life»<— *fo in thcfc inferior kinds^ 
which affeft not the life but only the good 
name or charadsr of the good, as it a^ 
with lefs outward violence^ £b much the 
longer is its continuance. The former 
robs of life^ the latter ai3:s on thifOugh 
the whole length and extent of it. By 
this means the good may be persecuted 
through all their days. A reproach or 
mifreprefentation oiK:e fafl^ned upon them, 
is taken up againft th^in as a reproach for 
life. The pains lure flruck into the mind 

whilft 
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I 

whilft the body is unhurt and whole* 
Such is a more refined and more piercing 
perfecution. The furious Pharifee or the 
bloody inquifitor, by the yery fury of adl-^ 
ing foon bring the tortures they inflift to 
an end. But there is no cefTation of 
falfhood againft goodnefs vili£ed and tra- 
duced, until the very laws of nature. dif- 
folve the objeft, and give it a difcharge 
from its prefent maniion. Moft happy 
therefore is it for the fufFerers, that our 
Lord has provided them progreffive and 
exceeding gladnefs, from a fenfe of fuch: 
unmerited perfecutions, and fuited ,the 
greatnefs of. the reward to the continuance 
of the bad treatment they meet with. 

From this declaration of our Lord's 
we alfo learn one very important, though 
an unheeded and unnoticed point, that 
numbers who think themfelves quite clear 
from the guilt of perfecution, are how- 
ever 
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ever clearly and effedlually guilty of it. 
For does not Chrift plainly declare revil- 
ings and falihoods^ and evil fpeakings 
againft the innocent and good, to be ar^ 
rant perfecutions ? Does he not beatify 
them who fufFer them ? Does he not af- 
firm that the reward for fuch fufFerings 
will be beftowed upon them by the Father 
of comforts ? . If therefore they are to re- 
joice who are thus perfecuted for his fake, 
what mull be the fhame, and what the 
portion of thofe, who thus attack their 
ferious religious fellow-creatures, and fcat- 
ter reproaches, and falfhoods againft them, 
whilft they are confcientioufly adhering 

to the laws and precepts of their divine 

rMafter. • r 






' The honeil and fincere Chriftian, who 
*is. fo in fpirit. and inl truth,, and yet is 
:afperfcd, .vilified, and reproached » by his 

wanton, pcrverfe, or in tcrcfted fellow-crea- 
tures. 
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tares, fuJFers as it were one continued 
martyrdom* The name indeed is appro- 
priated to periecutions, the refult of which 
b lofs of life ; but the ungenerous treat-^ 
ment, the progref^ve vent of fcandals, 
the. conflant ridicule to which goodnefs is 
too often fub)e£ted, well merits the title. 
At ieajfi we are fure from his own words, 
that Chrift regards them as ftich, and as 
fiich they are intitlcd to the future recom- 
pence of reward* 

How much then to be adored is the 
goodnefs of the Deity, who hath provided 
in the Gofpel fuch noble encouragements 
ift ibpport of innocence diftre^d ! With*- 
out thefe, blafls could not prove mow 
hurtful to the tender bud, than fcandals 
and faUhoods would to an. ingcnaoaa un- 
comipted foul* Such a foul by its very 
nature, is mofl ienfible of die fweets of a 
pwe immaculate reputation, and moft in*^ 

wardiy 
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wardly fufFers'when the mouths of others 
fully the whitenefs of its chara<9:er. But 
the gracious comforts of the Gofpel fup- 
port him here, his wrongs will all be re- 
paired, and his innocence vindicated, ap- 
proved, and rewarded, by the all-knowing 
and all-righteous Father of Spirits. ' 

Thefe kinds of perfecution have ev6f 
been, and will, it is highly to be feared, be 
very frequent in the world. Let every 
profeflbr of Chriftianity take care that ' he 
rather bears, than be the caufe or author 
of them. And when fubjedled himfelf to 
this trial, this though not fatal yet fiery 
trial, let him not grow impatient as if 
fome ftrange thing had happened unto 
him ; but let him rejoice, for as much as 
** he is partaker of the fufFerings of Chrift, 
*^ that when his glory is revealed, he may 
^^ be glad alfo with exceeding joy :''■ ■ ■ 

^[ If ye are reproached for the name of 

*^ Chrift," 
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<V Chrift/' fays St. Peter, ^* happy are ye 
*' —for the Spirit of glory and of God 
'* refleth upon you— but let none ftf you 
^* fuffer as a murderer^ or as a iliicf, or. 
^^ as an evil-^doer ; or as a bufy body in 
•* other men's matters ^ Y et if any man 
^^ fuffer as a Chriftian, let him not be 
'^ aihamed, but let iiim glorify God on 
"this behalf." 



>F I N I S. 



